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The report of the Fourteenth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems will be considered by the 29th Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission 
(Geneva, Switzerland, 3 – 8 July 2006). 

MATTERS FOR ADOPTION BY THE 29TH SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION 

Proposed draft Principles and Guidelines for Imported Food Inspection Based on Risk, advanced to 
Steps 5/8 of the Codex Procedure, with the omission of Steps 6 and 7 (ALINORM 06/29/30, Appendix 
II). See also para. 48 of this report. 

Proposed draft Principles for Traceability/Product Tracing  as a Tool within a Food Import and 
Export Inspection and Certification System, advanced to Steps 5/8 of the Codex Procedure, with the 
omission of Steps 6 and 7 (ALINORM 06/29/30, Appendix III). See also para. 80 of this report. 

Governments and interested international organizations in observer status with Codex are invited to comment 
on the above documents and should do so in conformity with the Uniform Procedure for the Elaboration of 
Codex Standards and Related Texts and the Guide to the Consideration of Standards at Step 8 of the 
Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards including Consideration of any Statements relating to 
Economic Impact (see Codex Alimentarius Procedural Manual). Comments should be forwarded to the 
Secretary, Codex Alimentarius Commission, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy (fax +39 06 
57054593; e-mail  codex@fao.org), preferably by e-mail, not later than 31 March 2006. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The Fourteenth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification 
Systems reached the following conclusions: 

Matters for Adoption by the 29th Session of the Commission 

The Committee: 

• Agreed to advance the renamed proposed draft Principles and Guidelines for Imported Food 
Inspection Based on Risk to Steps 5/8, with the omission of Steps 6 and 7, for adoption by the 29th 
Session of the Commission and to recommend the Commission to attach the Guidelines and Principles 
as an Appendix to the Codex Guidelines for Food Import Inspection System (CAC/GL 47-2003) 
(see para. 48 and Appendix II); 

• Agreed to advance the proposed draft Principles for Traceability/Product Tracing as a Tool within a 
Food Inspection and Certification System to Steps 5/8, with the omission of Steps 6 and 7, for 
adoption by the 29th Session of the Commission (see para. 80 and Appendix III). 

Matters of Interest to the  29th Session of the Commission 

The Committee: 

• Agreed to return the proposed draft Appendices to the Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of 
Sanitary Measures Associated with Food Inspection and Certification to Step 2 for redrafting by a 
physical Working Group, led by the United States. The Committee agreed to progress work on all five 
appendices at the same time in a single appendix and to inform the 29th session of the Commission 
through the Executive Committee of this decision. The Working Group should also consider either 
including elements of technical assistance in the single Appendix or developing a separate Appendix 
on technical assistance (see paras 15-16 and para. 94); 

• Agreed to return the renamed proposed draft Principles and Guidelines for Generic Official Certificate 
Formats and the Production and Issuance of Certificates to Step 2 for redrafting by a physical Working 
Group, led by the United States. The Committee further agreed that, when elaborating the document, 
the physical Working Group should take into account the written comments submitted and the 
comments made at this Session and should also take into account relevant issues highlighted in CRD 1 
in relation to the fraudulent use of certificates.  (see para. 86). 

Matters of Interest to other Committees 

Codex Committee on General Principles 

The Committee: 

• Agreed to establish an electronic Working Group, led by Canada, to prepare a discussion paper to 
respond to the question of the 22nd Session of the Codex Committee on General Principles regarding 
the revision of the Codex Code of Ethics in International Trade of Foods (CAC/RCP 20-1979, Rev.1-
1985) for consideration at its 15th Session (see para. 16). 

Others Matters 

The Committee: 

• Agreed to discontinue the discussion on the revision of the Codex Guidelines for the Exchange of 
Information between Countries on Rejection of Imported Food for the time being. It was also agreed 
that the issue of information exchange in case of fraudulent imports or false certificates would be 
considered by the physical Working Group on the revision of the Guidelines for Generic Official 
Certificates Formats and the Production and Issuance of Certificates (see para. 91). 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. The 14th Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification 
Systems was held from 28 November to 2 December 2005 in Melbourne, Australia, at the kind invitation of 
the Government of Australia.  The Session was chaired by Mr Gregory Read, Executive Manager, Australian 
Quarantine and Inspection Service, Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry. The Session was attended by delegates from 82 Member countries and 1 Member organization and 
Observers from 10 international organizations.  The list of participants is attached to this report as Appendix 
I. 

OPENING OF THE SESSION 
2. Mr Gregory Read opened the Session and welcomed the participants on behalf of the Government of 

Australia. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1)1 

3. The Committee adopted the Provisional Agenda as its Agenda for the Session. The Committee agreed 
to discuss Agenda Item 3c “Proposed draft Principles for the Application of Traceability/Product Tracing in 
the Context of Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems” and Agenda Item 3b 
“Proposed draft Principles and Guidelines for Risk-based Inspection of Imported Foods” immediately after 
Agenda Item 2 “Matters Referred by the Codex Alimentarius Commission and Other Codex Committees and 
Task Forces”. In addition, it agreed to discuss Agenda Item 5 “Discussion Paper on the Development of an 
Appendix on Information Relating to the Need for Technical Assistance and Cooperation Between the 
Importing Countries to Exporting Countries to the Codex Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of 
Sanitary Measures Associated with Food Inspection and Certification” immediately after Agenda Item 3a 
“Proposed draft Appendices to the Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of Sanitary Measures 
Associated with Food Inspection and Certification”.  

4. The Committee further agreed to consider:  

- CRD 1 “Discussion Paper on Illegal Imports and Fraudulent Use of Certification and the Need 
for Appropriate Means to Tackle Frauds in the Context of Food Import and Export Inspection 
and Certification Systems”, submitted by the Delegations of the European Community and 
Australia, in conjunction with Agenda Item 3d “Proposed draft Revision of the Guidelines for 
Generic Official Certificate Formats and the Production and Issuance of Certificates”; and 

- CRD 10 “ISO Submission to the 14th Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and 
Export Inspection and Certification Systems” under Agenda Item 6 “Other Business and Future 
Work”. 

5. The Delegation of the European Community presented CRD 3 on the division of competence between 
the European Community and its Member States according to Rule II.5 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

MATTERS REFERRED BY THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION AND OTHER 
CODEX COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES (Agenda Item 2)2 

Matters arising from the 28th Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission 

6. The Committee noted the specific decisions of the 28th Session of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission concerning the adoption of texts and recommendations and the approval of new work submitted 
by its 13th session, as contained in paragraphs 1-3 of working document CX/FICS 05/14/2. 

                                                 
1  CX/FICS 05/14/1, Amd. 1 (English version only) and CRD 3 (Division of Competence between the European 

Community and its Member States). 
2  CX/FICS 05/14/2; CRD 8 (Comments submitted by the European Community on Part. 2); Unnumbered 

document (Compilation of CRDs submitted at the 22nd Session of the Codex Committee on General Principles 
on the revision of the Codex Code of Ethics for International Trade in Food).  
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Matters referred from the 22nd Session of the Codex Committee on General Principles3 

7. The Committee established an intra-session Working Group4 to consider matters referred by the 22nd 
Session of the Codex Committee on General Principles (CCGP) regarding the revision of the Codex Code of 
Ethics for International Trade of Foods (CAC/RCP 20-1979, Rev.1-1985) and to recommend an approach to 
reply to the questions posed. 

8. The Committee noted the report of the intra-session Working Group, as presented in CRD 17 and 
agreed to establish an electronic Working Group, led by Canada5 to develop a discussion paper for 
consideration at its 15th Session. The discussion paper should: 

- Review CCFICS terms of reference and advise if the request from CCGP falls within its 
mandate; 

- Assess the existing CCFICS texts to determine if they respond to the question and, where 
appropriate, identify gaps where further guidance may be useful; 

- Determine if the existing texts respond to the problems faced by countries with insufficient 
capacity to carry out imported food controls; indicate whether other organisations or agencies 
are better situated to address the problem; and 

- Identify any other issues of relevance to the matter referred, where appropriate. 

9. The Committee further agreed that in developing the discussion paper the electronic Working Group 
would take into consideration the comments included in the working document considered by the 22nd 
Session of the Codex Committee on General Principles and other relevant guidance. It was agreed that the 
electronic Working Group will work in English only.  

PROPOSED DRAFT STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS AT STEP 4 (Agenda Item 3)  

PROPOSED DRAFT APPENDICES TO THE GUIDELINES ON THE JUDGEMENT OF EQUIVALENCE OF 
SANITARY MEASURES ASSOCIATED WITH FOOD INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION  
(Agenda Item 3a)6 

10. The Chair of the Working Group, the Delegation of the United States, introduced the document 
representing the progress on the development of the proposed draft Appendices since the last session of the 
Committee. Draft texts for the three priority appendices were first circulated electronically to the Working 
Group for comment and then were substantially revised in a physical meeting of the Working Group held in 
Brussels, Belgium, from 5-7 September 2005, in which 32 delegations had participated.  

11. The Delegation of the United States said that while good progress had been made on all three texts, a 
lot of work still remained to be done. While discussing the three appendices, the Working Group found that 
the approach of having individual appendices might not be the best and most logical one. It was suggested to 
consider progressing all the planned five appendices (or even six, including the appendix on technical 
assistance, see Agenda Item 5) at the same time in a single document. The single Appendix would better 
serve the purpose of providing guidance to specific sections of the Guidelines and would follow their logical 
flow.  

                                                 
3  CRD 17 (Report of the intra session Working Group). 
4  Comprising Argentina, Canada, European Community, France, Guatemala, Norway, Spain, Switzerland, United 

Kingdom and United States. 
5  With the assistance of Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Austria, Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, 

European Community, Finland, France, Guatemala, Iran, Malaysia, Norway, Spain, South Africa, Sweden, 
Thailand, United States, Zimbabwe, Consumers International, IDF and IIR. 

6  CX/FICS 05/14/3; CX/FICS 05/14/3-Add.1 (Comments submitted by Canada, India, Kenya, Malaysia, New 
Zealand and United States); CX/FICS 05/14/3-Add. 2 (Comments submitted by Argentina, Ecuador and 
Mexico); CRD 4 (Comments submitted by the European Community); CRD 13 (Comments submitted by Brazil, 
Dominica, Japan and Consumers International); CRD 15 (Comments submitted by Thailand); CRD 16 
(Comments submitted by Australia and New Zealand). 



ALINORM 06/29/30 
 

 

3 

12. Delegations in general expressed their support for having one combined appendix, which would 
outline the complete procedure, avoid duplications and be more flexible and user-friendly. It was suggested 
that such an appendix systematically tag the relevant paragraphs of the parent document. It was also 
recommended that the Appendix clearly distinguish procedures for the determination of equivalence of a 
single measure and of an inspection system.  

13. In considering the proposed draft appendix on “Documentation for evaluation of submissions of 
requests for equivalence determinations”, delegations felt that its scope was too broad and more work was 
needed to ensure consistency with the terminology of the parent document without duplicating text and to 
clarify how the idea of experience, knowledge and confidence should be addressed.  

14. The Observer of Consumers International suggested including in the document a procedure for appeal 
on denial of equivalence, an obligation for the importing country to lay out circumstances where equivalence 
might be withdrawn and an obligation for the granting agency to publish judgements for equivalence (public 
registry of equivalence agreements). 

Status of the proposed draft Appendices to the Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of 
Sanitary Measures Associated with Food Inspection and Certification 

15. The Committee agreed to return the proposed draft Appendices to the Guidelines on the Judgement of 
Equivalence of Sanitary Measures Associated with Food Inspection and Certification to Step 2 for redrafting 
by a physical Working Group, led by the United States7. The Committee agreed to progress work on all five 
appendices at the same time in a single appendix and to inform the 29th session of the Commission through 
the Executive Committee of this decision. 

16. The Committee further agreed that, when elaborating the document, the physical Working Group 
should take into account the written comments submitted and the comments made at this Session as well as 
the draft structure contained in CRD 16. The Working Group should also consider either including elements 
of technical assistance in the single Appendix or developing a separate Appendix on technical assistance (see 
also para. 94). The Committee noted that the meeting of the physical Working Group was tentatively 
scheduled in April/May 2006. The Committee noted that the 28th session of the Commission adopted 
Guidelines for Physical Working Groups, which are included in 15th edition of the Codex Procedural 
Manual. 

17. The Committee also noted that the FAO/WHO Project and Trust Fund for Enhanced Participation in 
Codex provided funds for attending intra-sessional Working Group meetings. To apply for such funding, 
developing countries should immediately communicate, through their Codex Contact Point to the Trust Fund 
Secretariat, any changes to their requests for 2006 (the deadline was 31 October) with the indication of 
priorities among different meetings selected. 

                                                 
7  With the assistance of Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, Argentina, Brazil, Burundi, Canada, Chile, Denmark, 

Ecuador, European Community, , Finland, France, Guatemala, India, Iran, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Malaysia, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, South Africa, 
Switzerland, , Thailand, Consumers International and IAFI. 



ALINORM 06/29/30 
 

 

4

PROPOSED DRAFT PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR RISK-BASED INSPECTION OF IMPORTED FOODS 
(Agenda Item 3b)8 

18. The Chair of the Working Group, the Delegation of the United States introduced the document. The 
Delegation noted that the 12th Session of the Committee had considered and approved a project document 
and that a draft document was considered at the 13th Session. A physical Working Group, including 25 
countries and the European Community, met in Brussels from 8-9 September 2005, to review the document 
for presentation at this meeting. The Working Group agreed that the document should be an Annex to the 
Codex Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems (CAC/GL 47-2003) and revised the format of the 
document accordingly. The Working Group removed redundancies and made other technical changes. The 
Delegation noted that the 23rd Session of the Codex Committee on General Principles (10-14 April 2006) 
will be considering a discussion paper that New Zealand offered to prepare that will provide background to 
assist the Codex Committee on General Principles in deciding whether there is a need for new work on the 
definitions of “risk-based” and “science-based”. This was noted in the document and might provide guidance 
to the Committee at a future time. 

19. The Committee acknowledged the progress made by the Working Group on the further development 
of the document. The Delegation of New Zealand stated that, in their opinion, the current draft document 
required further work to reduce the repetition of matters covered in the Codex Guidelines for Food Import 
Control Systems and to better address the concept of “risk-based” in the context of an imported food 
inspection programme. In this regard, the Delegation noted that the term “risk-based” was used frequently 
and some times imprecisely within the framework of Codex and that the document needed to be reconsidered 
in light of the discussion paper on the definition of “risk-based” and “science-based” at the upcoming session 
of the Codex Committee on General Principles. 

Specific comments 

20. In considering the document in detail, the Committee, in addition to some minor editorial changes, 
including amendments to the French and Spanish translations, agreed to the following changes:  

Title 

21. The Committee agreed to amend the title to refer to “based on risk” instead of “risk-based” in order to 
ensure conformity with the Codex mandate and paragraphs 22 – 26 of the Codex Guidelines for Food Import 
Control Systems and to substitute the terms throughout the text. A footnote was added to the term “risk” to 
refer to the definition of Risk Analysis Terms related to Food Safety, contained in the Codex Procedural 
Manual. In light of this decision and as the definition of “risk” referred to food safety, the Committee agreed 
to delete “food safety” and the square brackets from the title. 

Introduction 

22. The Committee deleted the second sentence of paragraph 1, which referred to other factors relevant to 
health protection and fair practices in the food trade, because it did not focus on the scope of the document 
(i.e. food safety) and was already covered by the Codex Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems. The 
Delegations of the European Community, Norway and Switzerland and the Observer from Consumers 
International expressed their opposition to this decision. 

23. In paragraph 2, the words “enables resources to be better aligned with risk” were removed because 
their meaning was not clear. A sentence to indicate that “inspection may also cover feedingstuffs for food 
producing animals, where appropriate” was added to the footnote related to imported food. The Delegation 
of South Africa expressed objection to this decision. 

                                                 
8  CX/FICS 05/14/4; CX/FICS 05/14/4-Add. 1 (Comments submitted by Argentina, Australia, Canada, India, 

Kenya, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, United States and Consumers International); CRD 11 (Comments 
submitted by Brazil, European Community, Japan and Paraguay); CRD 14 (Supplementary comments from New 
Zealand); CRD 15 (Comments submitted by Thailand).  
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24. The Committee deleted the entire paragraph 3 as its content was already covered in the Codex 
Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems. Paragraph 4 was deleted, with the exception of the last 
sentence which indicated that an imported food inspection programme based on risk allowed greater 
attention to be given to foods that present higher risks to human health, which was added to paragraph 2. The 
Delegation of New Zealand opposed this deletion and suggested that the footnote reference to the Codex 
Committee on General Principles consideration of risk-based be retained as they considered this was still 
relevant, but this was not supported by the Committee. 

25. The footnote in paragraph 5 (renumbered 3)was deleted.  

Objectives 

26. The words “presented by the product” were deleted at the end of paragraph 6 (renumbered 4) to make 
the sentence clearer. 

Principles 

27. The first bullet of paragraph 7 (renumbered 5) was amended to reflect the wording of paragraph 10 
(renumbered 8) and to more clearly delineate between the level of risk assigned to a food versus the food 
safety risk calculated according to a risk assessment procedure. 

28. The Committee deleted the words “to the extent possible” at the end of the second bullet as it was 
thought to be contrary to the principle. The bullet was broadened to include the content of the sixth bullet 
that “a food inspection programme based on risk should not be applied arbitrarily or in a discriminatory 
manner and should not result in unjustified barriers to trade or unnecessary delays”. The Delegation of New 
Zealand expressed concern at the retention of this language, suggesting that the point was covered in the 
main text. 

29. In the third bullet, the term “intensity” was replaced with “nature and frequency”, for consistency with 
the language used in the Codex Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems. The Committee agreed that the 
change would be applied throughout the text. A footnote was added to the term “nature” to include examples 
of the term, i.e. documentation check, visual examination, sampling and testing. The second part of the 
bullet, which listed the factors to be taken into account, was deleted and replaced with “all relevant factors”; 
a footnote was added to indicate that examples of relevant factors, where appropriate, were included in 
paragraph 22 of the Codex Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems. 

30. In the fourth bullet, the Committee deleted the terms “as far as possible” and “where they exist” which 
were unnecessary. A footnote was added at the end of the bullet to state that “Statistical validation of 
sampling requirements should always be the aim but may not be practical where the consignment is not 
homogeneous”. 

31. The fifth and sixth bullet were deleted and the content of the fifth bullet was merged with the second 
bullet (see para. 28). The Delegation of Barbados expressed concern because the principle in the sixth bullet 
did not take into account the specific needs of small scale economy countries, which relied heavily on food 
imports. 

32.  The Delegation of New Zealand expressed concern that the principles reflected the main text only and 
were not based on risk approach. 

Designing a Risk-Based [Imported Food Inspection] Programme 

33. The Committee amended the title of the section, for consistency with the previous decision, as follows 
“Designing an Imported Food Inspection Programme Based on Risk”; it deleted paragraph 8, which repeated 
the principle in the second bullet. 

34. In paragraph 9 (renumbered 6), the terms “evidence-based approach” was changed to “relevant 
information” because the “evidence-based” was not well understood and could create confusion. The term 
“food product” was changed to “food”. In this regard the Committee agreed to amend the entire text to refer 
to “food” only and not to “product” or “food product”. The last part of the second bullet was amended to 
read “as may be verified by audits and on-site visits by the competent authority of the importing country.” 
for clarity. 

35. In the last bullet, the last dash point of the “third party inspection bodies” was removed and a new 
bullet inserted to refer to reports from officially recognised inspection and/or certification bodies. 
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36. The Committee clarified paragraph 10 (renumbered 7) by specifying that the scope of reviewing the 
level of risk assigned to a food was to maintain the proportionality between the frequency and the nature of 
inspection and the risk assessed. 

37. The last bullet of paragraph 12 (renumbered 9) was moved into a new paragraph (numbered 10) as it 
was related to the information gathered by the importing country’s competent authority and a new bullet on 
“other appropriate means acceptable between countries” was added in paragraph 12 (renumbered 9). 

38. In paragraph 15 (renumbered 13) “those items listed in paragraph 6” was added after “or of the 
product itself” to emphasize the importance of considering not only the compliance history but all the items 
listed in paragraph 9 (renumbered 6). 

39. The Committee added at the end of paragraph 16 (renumbered 14) “in proportion to the level of 
compliance verified” for clarity. 

40. The Committee deleted “do its utmost to” from the footnote of paragraph 17 (renumbered 15) as it was 
redundant. A new paragraph (numbered 16) was added at the end of the Section to indicate that the level of 
adjustment/modification of the nature and frequency of the inspection should be proportional to the change 
in the level of the assessed risk of the food. 

Developing Requirements and Procedures 

41. The Committee deleted “where appropriate” in paragraph 18 (renumbered 17), as it was unnecessary 
and amended the last bullet of the paragraph to refer to official or officially accredited laboratories, for 
consistency with the language used in the Codex Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems (paragraph 
26). 

42. Paragraph 19 (renumbered 18) was clarified to indicate that the “range of procedures” was related to 
the nature of inspection. A new sentence was added to specify that consideration should be given to the 
proportionality of these procedures with the level of risk of the food. In the third bullet “only” was deleted as 
it was not appropriate.  

Implementing the Risk-Based Inspection Programme 

43. The entire paragraph 20 was deleted as redundant. 

44. The Committee did not accept the suggestion of the Delegation of New Zealand that the entire section 
be deleted. 

45. The Committee removed the square brackets in paragraph 22 (renumbered 20) and made the following 
changes: 

- The last part of the first sentence was clarified by changing “trigger a change in level of food 
safety risk for the product concerned” with “trigger a change in the manner in which risk is 
managed by the importing country for the food concerned”; 

- The last part of the second sentence was deleted and a new sentence added to clarify that the 
enhanced sampling and testing might be applied to other establishments when there was 
evidence of a systemic problem; 

- The term “hazard” in the third sentence was changed to “risk” as more appropriate and it was 
specified that the suspension of the importation of a product should be limited only to those 
situations involving a serious food safety risk that cannot be managed by other means. 

46. The Committee did not accept the suggestions of the Delegation of India to add a sentence to indicate 
that the food should not be destroyed unless it has been agreed to by the exporting country and of the 
Observer of Consumers International to include a sentence to provide information on how to appeal the 
import prohibition and on how to satisfy the importing country’s requirements for the prohibited food. The 
suggestion of the Delegation of Ghana to include language on the provision of information on the destruction 
of food consignments to be provided to the competent authority of the exporting country was not supported 
as this provision was already covered by the Codex Guidelines for the Exchange of Information between 
Countries on Rejection of Imported Food (CAC/GL 25-1997). 

47. The last paragraph was amended to specifically refer to the competent authorities of the importing 
country. 



ALINORM 06/29/30 
 

 

7 

Status of the proposed draft Principles and Guidelines for Risk-Based Inspection of Imported Foods 

48. The Committee agreed to advance the renamed proposed draft Principles and Guidelines for Imported 
Food Inspection Based on Risk to Steps 5/8, with the omission of Steps 6 and 7, for adoption by the 29th 
Session of the Commission (see Appendix II) and recommended that the Commission attach the Principles 
and Guidelines as an Appendix to the Codex Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems (CAC/GL 47-
2003).  

49. The Delegation of New Zealand did not support the decision to advance the text to Steps 5/8 as they 
felt that the document: did not properly address inspection based on risk; should wait for the results of the 
discussion at the 23rd Session of the Codex Committee on General Principles on the definition of “risk-
based” and “science-based”; still contained repetition of matters covered in the Codex Guidelines for Food 
Import Control Systems; and, could be improved in the way it flowed. This concern was also supported by 
the Observer of Consumers International. 

PROPOSED DRAFT PRINCIPLES FOR THE APPLICATION OF TRACEABILITY/PRODUCT TRACING IN THE 
CONTEXT OF FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS 
(Agenda Item 3c)9 

50. The Chairperson introduced the document representing the progress on the development of the 
proposed draft principles since the last session. These included the comments submitted in relation to the 
Circular Letter (CL 2005/6-FICS), the results of a physical Working Group meeting held in Brussels, 
Belgium from 12-14 September 2005. The Chairperson thanked the Vice-Chairs from Argentina and Norway 
for their assistance in the Working Group as well as the 38 delegations that had participated. 

51. He said that the meeting had developed a consensus on a number of key themes which had then been 
applied throughout the drafting of the revised principles.  

- Traceability/product tracing is a tool that does not in itself improve food safety and/or fair 
practice outcomes in the food trade unless it is combined with a relevant measure or 
requirement; 

- Exporting countries should not have to replicate the traceability/product tracing tool of the 
importing country. They need only meet the objectives of the importing country’s food 
inspection and certification system; 

- The concept of traceability/product tracing as a tool is that it should follow food one step 
forward and one step back; 

- Importing countries should be prepared to explain to an exporting country what are the 
objectives and outcomes of its  food inspection and certification system when they incorporate a 
traceability/ product tracing tool. 

General comments 

52. Many delegations commended the Working Group for the results reached and said that they were 
prepared to discuss the document paragraph by paragraph in order be able to advance it in the step procedure. 

53. Some delegations were of the opinion that the proposed draft principles should be more closely linked 
with food safety. The Chairperson advised caution when reopening debate on the extent to which the 
principles should make reference to both parts of the dual mandate of Codex. He said that the present text 
had been carefully crafted to reach a consensus in the Working Group. 

                                                 
9  CX/FICS 05/14/5; CX/FICS 05/14/5-Add. 1 (Comments submitted by Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Canada, 

Colombia, Kenya, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, United States, OIE, Consumers International and the 49th 
Parallel Biotechnology Consortium); CX/FICS 05/14/5-Add. 2 (Comments submitted by Ecuador and 
Honduras); CRD 5 (Comments submitted by the European Community); CRD 9 (Comments submitted by 
India); CRD 12 (Comments submitted by Brazil, Japan, Norway and Paraguay); CRD 15 (Comments submitted 
by Thailand). 
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54. The Delegation of Switzerland, as Coordinator of the FAO/WHO Regional Coordinating Committee 
for Europe informed the Committee of the conclusions of the CCEURO Seminar on traceability/product 
tracing (Brussels, 7 September 2005) and indicated that the Seminar agreed to a number of conclusions: 
traceability/product tracing is a tool which, within the context of a food control and certification system, can 
be applied to protect the health of consumers by securing food safety and to ensure fair practices in the food 
trade; traceability/product tracing is an information tool which allows the tracing of food products through 
the production and distribution chains, in this regard, it can be used to adopt focussed measures should a 
specific hazard be identified by facilitating the rapid withdrawal of food from the market place and thereby 
minimising the potential negative impact on the health of consumers, economic losses and the potential 
negative impact on food trade; a traceability/product tracing tool can reinforce the confidence in the food 
trade by ensuring the authenticity and accuracy of information provided on the products and their 
characteristics (e.g. origin, organic farming, animal welfare, religious concerns such as Kosher or Halal); 
traceability/product tracing principles apply equally to both food safety and fair practices in food trade; the 
traceability/product tracing tool does not replace food safety measures; traceability/product tracing should 
cover the entire food chain and cover feed when appropriate; traceability/product tracing systems should 
avoid any unnecessary trade restrictions and should be designed in terms of outcomes/performance rather 
than in prescriptive specifications about the system itself.  

55. The Delegation of Chile expressed its concern that the Spanish text differed from the English text 
throughout the document using the term “management tool” (in Spanish “herramienta de gestión”) in the 
Spanish text rather than “tool” (in Spanish “herramienta”). The Committee amended the Spanish version by 
adapting it to the English version and noted that the French and Spanish translations should be based on the 
English text 

Specific comments 

56. The Committee considered the proposed draft Principles for the Application of Traceability/Product 
Tracing in the Context of Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems in detail and in 
addition to some editorial changes, including minor amendments to the French and Spanish translations, 
agreed to the following changes: 

Section 1 - Introduction 

57. The Committee changed the name of the Section to “Scope” to better reflect its contents. It deleted 
paragraph 1 because it did not add any relevant information and moved paragraph 3, as new paragraph 1 
under this section as more appropriate. A footnote was added to paragraph 2 to refer to the Codex Principles 
for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995). 

58. The Representative of the OIE indicated that the OIE supported the proposed set of principles. The 
OIE believed that countries should be provided with guidance in setting up a traceability system that covers 
the entire food chain without gaps and duplications. Accordingly, the representative suggested that a 
reference to the standards of other international organisations, in particular OIE and IPPC, be added to 
paragraph 3. However, the Committee did not agree to this proposal. 

Section 2 - Objective 

59. The section was deleted as the text had been included in section 1. 

Section 3 - Definitions 

60. Some delegations expressed concern that the definition of “inspection” needed to be amended to refer 
also to “supplied products”. In this regard, it was noted that these definitions were taken from other texts and 
that it was not appropriate to consider amendments in this discussion. 

Section 4 (renumbered 3) - Principles 

Context 

61. In paragraph 6 (renumbered 5), the Committee deleted “that in some cases it can be demonstrated” to 
strengthen the principle that a food inspection and certification system without traceability/product tracing 
tool might meet the same objective and produce the same outcomes as a food safety inspection and 
certification system with traceability/product tracing. 
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62. The Committee clarified the principle in paragraph 7 (renumbered 6) to indicate that, when applicable, 
it was not compulsory for an exporting country to establish the same traceability/product tracing tool as used 
by the importing country. 

Rationale 

63. The Committee agreed to delete “The purpose of” at the beginning of paragraph 8 (renumbered 7) in 
order to have a consistent application of a traceability/product tracing tool; it also added “and/or efficiency” 
after “effectiveness” for consistency with the language used in paragraph 9 (renumbered 8) and to emphasise 
that the application of a traceability/product tracing tool by a competent authority should improve either 
efficiency or effectiveness or both. The example at the end of the paragraph was put into a new footnote. 

64. In paragraph 9 (renumbered 8), the Delegation of the United States noted that, while they supported 
the concept of traceability/product tracing as a tool, they also believed that, depending on its use, 
traceability/product tracing could either be a measure or a technical regulation. The Delegation observed 
that, in their view, the current wording of paragraph 9 excluded the possibility of traceability/product tracing 
being a measure or technical regulation and proposed to amend the paragraph to allow traceability/product 
tracing to be considered as a tool, measure or technical regulation according to its use. The Committee 
discussed the proposal but could not reach consensus, therefore it agreed to retain the existing text. For 
consistency the example at the end of the paragraph starting with the words “by reinforcing confidence…” 
was put into a new footnote. 

65. In paragraph 10 (renumbered 9), the Committee discussed the usefulness of maintaining the example 
of the way a traceability/product tracing tool contributes to the protection of consumers against deceptive 
marketing practices and to the facilitation of trade. In noting that “Principles” documents should be concise 
and simple, that examples were more appropriate in “Guidelines” documents and that it was useful not to 
loose these concepts, the Committee agreed to move the example to a footnote. In the footnote, the reference 
to “country” was amended to read “country of origin” for clarity. For consistency, in paragraph 9 the 
example on how the traceability/product tracing tool could contribute to the effectiveness and/or efficiency 
of associated food safety measures was moved to a new footnote. 

66. The Committee added a last sentence to paragraph 11 (renumbered 10) to include the notion that the 
scope and the extent of the application of traceability/product tracing tool should also be consistent with the 
described need. 

Design 

67. In paragraph 12 (renumbered 11) the word “cover” was replaced with “apply to”. In the footnote 
“should” was replaced with “could” and the reference to the ALINORM deleted, as it was more appropriate 
to refer only to other adopted texts. There was some discussion as to whether the footnote reference should 
be placed next to the word “production” in the definition of traceability/product tracing. This was not 
retained as the definition of traceability/product tracing is contained in the Procedural Manual and should not 
be altered. 

68. Concerning paragraph 13 (renumbered 12) the Observer of Consumers International said that they 
believed that the minimum requirement for traceability/product tracing should be the recording of the 
movement of food and feed one step forward and one step back. However, where feasible, more information 
should be provided on the origin and destination in order to improve the effectiveness of traceability/product 
tracing and the timeliness of product recalls and withdrawals. 

69. Several delegations commented that it had been fundamental in the outcome of previous discussions 
that if traceability/product tracing is required, each stakeholder in the food chain should only have to record 
from where they received (one step back) and where they sent the food (one step forward). The Committee 
left the text unchanged. 

Application 

70. The delegation of India proposed to add to paragraph 15 (renumbered 14) a sentence referring to the 
impossibility of applying traceability/ product tracing to primary production. The Chairperson said that the 
language used in the document had been built around the principle of addressing disparate production 
systems and therefore it was not necessary to repeat it in the text. 
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71. As agreed by the Working Group, the Delegation of Argentina proposed a revision of paragraph 15 
(renumbered 14), which captured three areas on how the exporting country could be helped: 

- By allowing a longer timeframe for compliance in order to maintain opportunities for exports; 

- By allowing flexibility regarding the design of the traceability tool; 

- By providing technical assistance. 

72. After a long discussion the Committee agreed to the inclusion of a new paragraph to address these 
three areas of assistance. It was reaffirmed that flexibility and longer timeframes for compliance should not 
compromise the safety of exported food and should not be interpreted as the possibility to derogate from the 
importing countries’ rules 

73. The Observer of Consumers International suggested the deletion of paragraph 16, as they felt it was 
not within the Codex mandate to require that a traceability/product tracing tool “should not be more trade 
restrictive than necessary”. The Committee did not agree to this proposal. 

74. The Committee agreed to add a new Principles (paragraph 19) to state that a traceability/product 
tracing tool should be implemented, when and as appropriate on a case by case basis. 

Other Discussion 

75. After concluding the detailed review of the proposed draft Principles the Committee considered 
whether they should be a standalone Codex document or an appendix to an existing Codex document. 

76. A number of delegations stated that they would prefer the document to be a food inspection and 
certification standalone Codex text because this would avoid reopening existing Codex texts which would 
have to make reference to the Principles. This would also give more prominence to the Principles. 

77. Other delegations felt that the Principles were closely related to the Codex Principles for Food Import 
and Export Inspection and Certification10 and should thus become an appendix to these. Others felt that the 
document should become an appendix to the Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and 
Accreditation of Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems11. 

78. The Chairperson said that there was clearly no consensus on this matter but felt that either way would 
not impact significantly on the application of the Principles. He suggested moving the Principles forward as a 
standalone document. The Committee supported this suggestion. The delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Costa 
Rica, Chile, Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt, Guatemala and Mexico expressed their strong objection to this decision. 

79. The Committee did not take any decision as to whether the document would be further developed into 
guidelines. 

Status of the proposed draft Principles for Traceability/Product Tracing as a Tool within a Food 
Inspection and Certification System 

80. The Committee agreed to advance the proposed draft Principles to Steps 5/8, with the omission of 
Steps 6 and 7, for adoption by the 29th Session of the Commission (see Appendix III). 

                                                 
10  Codex Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995). 
11  Codex Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food Import and Export 

Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 26-1997). 
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PROPOSED DRAFT REVISION OF THE GUIDELINES FOR GENERIC OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE FORMATS AND 
THE PRODUCTION AND ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES (Agenda Item 3d)12 

81. The Chair of the Working Group, the Delegation of the United States, introduced the document. The 
Delegation noted that the guidelines had been revised to make them more outcome focused, principles based, 
less prescriptive than the previous ones and to separate between mandatory and marketing requirements. In 
view of the inclusion of a new section on principles and in line with the names of other Codex food 
inspection and certification texts, they recommended changing the title of the Guidelines to “Guidelines and 
Principles for Generic Official Certificate Formats and the Production and Issuance of Certificates”.  

82. In considering the numerous comments submitted and that it was not possible to review the document 
in detail at the present session due to time constraints, the Delegation of the United States recommended re-
establishing the Working Group to further revise the document. 

83. The Delegation of the European Community introduced CRD 1 and made a brief presentation to 
highlight the issues related to illegal imports and fraudulent use of certification. It was stressed that the cases 
presented were not the responsibilities of governments, but were linked to international criminal 
organisations. It was noted that these practices jeopardised measures put in place by importing countries to 
protect the health of consumers and to ensure fair practices in the food trade and had a negative impact on 
the food business of exporting countries by damaging their reputation. The Delegation stated that the purpose 
of the paper was to bring the Members’ attention to these problems and to consider whether guidance could 
be developed to protect countries against this type of practices. 

84. The Committee in general supported the document prepared by the Working Group, which represented 
good progress, contained essential elements and allowed for adequate flexibility. It was suggested that 
further work be done to better align the text with the principles and to include a section on certificates that 
may be required for pre-clearance or pre-approval of imported products; the Annex on Principles for 
Electronic Certification in the main text; and text to address fraudulent certificates (e.g. use of heat sensitive 
paper and guidance to prevent frauds).  

85. The Representative of OIE thanked the European Community for the informative presentation and 
noted that it reflected the experiences of the OIE Member Countries. He informed the Committee that the 
OIE was updating its standard on certification and that it was keen to coordinate its work with that of Codex 
to produce combined certificates, where possible, to maximise harmonisation. The Representative stated that 
the OIE supported the proposed revision of the document and the concept that a single certificate might 
contain information relating to animal and plant health and food safety. 

                                                 
12  CX/FICS 05/14/6; CX/FICS 05/14/6-Add. 1 (Comments submitted by Bolivia, Canada, Colombia, India, Kenya, 

Malaysia, New Zealand, United States, IDF and OIE); CRD 1 (Discussion Paper on Illegal Imports and 
Fraudulent Use of Certification and the Need for Appropriate Means to Tackle Frauds in the Context of Food 
Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems); CRD 6 (Comments submitted by the European 
Community); CRD 15 (Comments submitted by Thailand). 
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Status of the proposed draft Revision of the Guidelines for Generic Official Certificate Formats and 
the Production and Issuance of Certificates  

86. The Committee agreed to return the proposed draft revision of the renamed “Principles and Guidelines 
for Generic Official Certificate Formats and the Production and Issuance of Certificates” to Step 2 for 
redrafting by a physical Working Group, led by the United States13. It agreed that the meeting of the physical 
Working Group would be organised in conjunction with the meeting of the physical Working Group on the 
Appendix to the Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of Sanitary Measures Associated with Food 
Inspection and Certification (see para. 16), tentatively in April/May 2006. The Committee further agreed 
that, when elaborating the document, the physical Working Group should take into account the written 
comments submitted and the comments made at this Session and should also take into account relevant 
issues highlighted in CRD 1 in relation to the fraudulent use of certificates. The proposed draft revision of 
the Principles and Guidelines Appendices would then be circulated for comments at Step 3 and consideration 
by the next Session of the Committee. 

DISCUSSION PAPER ON THE REVISION OF THE GUIDELINES FOR THE EXCHANGE OF 
INFORMATION BETWEEN COUNTRIES ON REJECTIONS OF IMPORTED FOODS 
(Agenda Item 4)14 

87. The Chair of the Working Group, the Delegation of India, introduced the document, which provided 
justifications for the need to revise the Codex Guidelines for the Exchange of Information between Countries 
on Rejection of Imported Foods (CAC/GL 25-1997), as requested by the 13th Session of the Committee. 

88. The Delegation stated that the reasons for the revision included among others the need:  

- To add principles clarifying the condition under which information is to be exchanged to bring 
the document in line with the revised Codex Principles and Guidelines for the Exchange of 
Information in Food Control Emergency Situations (CAC/GL 19-1995, Rev.1-2004); 

- To better specify the circumstances under which the food control authority of the exporting 
country should be informed of the rejection so that corrective action can be taken for future 
exports;  

- To better address the issue of communication and specifically to add provisions for clear, 
relevant, factual and timely information between exporting and importing countries and to 
address the issue of language; 

- To make the guidelines consistent with the annex as well as with the Codex Principles and 
Guidelines for the Exchange of Information in Food Control Emergency Situations. 

89. The Working Group suggested various options to address these needs including a revision of both the 
content and structure of the document and the revision of the structure of the document only. 

90. Some delegations supported new work of the revision of the guidelines, while others were of the 
opinion that the present guidelines were adequate and did not need to be revised. However, they found that it 
would have been useful to develop guidance on the issue of exchange of information with respect to 
certificates, in particular in case of fraudulent imports and use of false certificates.  

91. In recognising that there was no adequate consensus to start new work on the revision of the 
Guidelines, the Committee agreed to discontinue the discussion of this matter for the time being. It was also 
agreed that the issue of information exchange in case of fraudulent imports or false certificates would be 
considered by the physical Working Group on the revision of the Guidelines for Generic Official Certificates 
Formats and the Production and Issuance of Certificates (see para. 86). 

                                                 
13   With the assistance of Angola, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Burundi, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, 

European Community, Finland, France, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, Spain, 
South Africa, Sudan, Switzerland, Thailand, United Kingdom, Venezuela, IDF and OIE. 

14  CX/FICS 05/14/7; CRD 7 (Comments submitted by the European Community).  
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DISCUSSION PAPER ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN APPENDIX ON “INFORMATION 
RELATING TO THE NEED FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION BETWEEN 
THE IMPORTING COUNTRIES TO EXPORTING COUNTRIES” TO THE CODEX GUIDELINES 
ON THE JUDGEMENT OF EQUIVALENCE OF SANITARY MEASURES ASSOCIATED WITH 
FOOD INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION (Agenda Item 5)15 

92. The Committee had a general discussion on the document prepared by the Delegation of the United 
States and on how to develop guidance on this matter. The Committee generally supported the points of 
guidance contained in para. 14 of CX/FICS 05/14/8.  

93. Several delegations were in favour of including aspects of technical assistance in the single Appendix 
to the Codex Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of Sanitary Measures associated with Food 
Inspection and Certification (see para. 15) and it was suggested that each component of the Appendix 
examine aspects of technical assistance. Also mentioned were the importance of considering the 
development of guidance for countries on how to access the resources necessary to meet the requirements for 
the determination of equivalence; the need to provide guidance without creating new obligations; the primary 
responsibility for technical assistance of FAO, WHO and WTO; and the specific provisions for technical 
assistance for the judgement of equivalence of Art. 4 of the SPS Agreement. 

94. The Committee concluded the discussion on this Agenda item and agreed that the physical Working 
Group in charge of developing a single Appendix to the Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence (see 
para. 16) should on the basis of the discussion paper, the comments submitted and the discussion above, 
consider either the inclusion of elements of technical assistance in the single Appendix or the development of 
a separate Appendix on technical assistance. 

OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE WORK (Agenda Item 6) 

ISO activities of interest to CCFICS 16 

95. The Observer from ISO provided an overview of the organization, its work in food standardization and 
related work in conformity assessment. He described the intent of the new ISO 22000 series including 
requirements for a food safety management system (ISO 22000:2005); traceability (ISO/DIS 22005) and 
audit/certification of food safety management systems (draft ISO/TS 22003). The Observer also summarized 
the relevant work of ISO’s Policy Committee on Conformity Assessment (CASCO) and highlighted the 
Committee’s initiative to obtain regulator feedback on the use of conformity assessment documents by food 
safety regulators. The Committee thanked the Observer from ISO for the very useful information. 

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION (Agenda Item 7) 

96. The Committee noted that its 15th Session was tentatively scheduled to be held from 13-17 November 
2006, subject to further discussion between the Codex and Australian Secretariats. 

 

                                                 
15  CX/FICS 05/14/8; CRD 2 (Comments submitted by Colombia, European Community and India). 
16  CRD 10. 
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SUMMARY STATUS OF WORK 

Subject Matter Step Action by: Document Reference 
(ALINORM 06/29/30) 

Proposed draft Principles and Guidelines for 
Imported Food Inspection Based on Risk 
(N06-2004) 

5/8 Comments 
29th CAC 

Para. 48 and  
Appendix II 

Proposed draft Principles for 
Traceability/Product Tracing as a Tool within a 
Food Inspection and Certification System 
(N04-2005) 

5/8  Comments 
29th CAC 

Para. 80 and  
Appendix III 

Proposed draft Appendix to the Guidelines on 
the Judgement of Equivalence of Sanitary 
Measures Associated with Food Inspection and 
Certification (N04-2004) 

2/3 Physical 
Working 
Group 
Comments 
15th CCFICS 

Paras 15-16 and para. 
94 

Proposed draft Principles and Guidelines for 
Generic Official Certificate Formats and the 
Production and Issuance of Certificates (N05-
2005) 

2/3 Physical 
Working 
Group 
Comments 
15th CCFICS 

Para. 86 

Discussion Paper on the Revision of the 
Guidelines for the Exchange of Information 
Between Countries on Rejections of Imported 
Foods 

discontinu
ed 

 Para. 91 

Discussion Paper on the development of an 
Appendix on “Information relating to the need 
for technical assistance and cooperation between 
the importing countries to exporting countries” 
to the Codex Guidelines on the Judgement of 
Equivalence of Sanitary Measures Associated 
with Food Inspection and Certification 

discontinu
ed 

 Para. 94 

Discussion Paper on the reply to the question 
raised by the 22nd Session of the Codex 
Committee on general Principles regarding the 
revision of the Codex Code of Ethics for 
International Trade of Foods (CAC/RCP 20-
1979, Rev.1-1985) 

- Electronic 
Working 
Group 
15th CCFICS 

Para. 9 
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Mr Nektarios Tsirbas  
Manager, Trading Environment and Programs,  
Market Access and Biosecurity 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
BARTON ACT 2600 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone:+61 2 6272 4811 
Fax:+61 2 6272 4600 
Email: nektarios.tsirbas@affa.gov.au 

Mr Tony Beaver  
Director 
Food and Beverage Importers Association 
181 Drummond Street 
CARLTON VIC 3053 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone:+61 3 9639 3644 
Fax:+61 3 9639 0638, 
Email: tony.beaver@fbia.org.au 

Mr Phillip Davidge  
Secretary, Food Inspection Section, 
Commonwealth Public Sector Union 
P.O. Box 2149, Rosebud Plaza 
ROSEBUD VIC 3939  
AUSTRALIA 
Phone:+61 418 372 697 
Email: phildavo@nex.com.au 

Mr Kim Leighton 
Assistant Director, Science & Technology 
Australian Food and Grocery Council 
Locked Bag 1 
KINGSTON ACT 2604 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone:+61 2 6273 1466 
Fax:+61 2 6273 1477 
Email: kim.leighton@afgc.org.au 

AUSTRIA-AUTRICHE 

Mr Dieter Jenewein 
Austrian Agency for Health and Food Safety 
Spargelfeldstrasse 191, A-1226 
VIENNA 
AUSTRIA 
Phone:+43 1 73216/35000 
Fax:+43 1 73216/25802 
Email: dieter.jenewein@ages.at 

BARBADOS-BARBADE 

Dr Mark Trotman 
Senior Veterinary Officer 
Veterinary Services 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development PO 
Box 505 Graeme Hall 
Christ Church  
BARBADOS, WEST INDIES 
Phone:+246 427 5492 
Fax:+246 429 2143 
Email: svo@caribsurf.com 

BELGIUM-BÉLGICA-BELGIQUE 

Dr Sofie Huyberechts 
Veterinary Officer 
Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain DG 
Control Policy, International Affairs 
WTC III, Boulevard Simon Bolivar 30 
BRUSSELS 1000 
BELGIUM 
Phone:+32 2 208 3868 
Fax:+32 2 208 3823, 
Email: sofie.huyberechts@favv.be 

BHUTAN-BHOUTAN-BHUTÁN 

Mr Thuji Tshering 
Chief Regulatory and Quarantine Officer    
Bhutan Agriculture and Food Regulatory Authority 
Ministry of Agriculture 
PO Box 1071 
THIMPHU 
BHUTAN 
Phone: +975 2 327031 
Fax: +975 2 327 032 
Email: t_tshering@moa.gov.bt 

BOLIVIA-BOLIVIE 

Mr Jose Endara Mollinedo  
Jefe Departamento de Comercio Exterior  Camara 
Nacional de Comercio 
Avenue Mcal.Santa Cruz No.1392 Edif. Camara 
Nacional de Comercio Piso 1 
LA PAZ 
BOLIVIA 
Phone:+591 2 237 8606 
Fax:+591 2 239 1004 
Email: j.endara@boliviacomercio.org.bo 
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BRAZIL-BRÉSIL-BRASIL 

Mr Sergio Carvalho 
Secretary 
Ministry of External Relations 
Esplanada dos Ministerios 
B1 H Anexo I Sala 531 
BRASILIA- DF 
BRAZIL 
Phone:+55 61 3411 6369/ 6373 
Fax:+55 61 3226 3255 
Email: sviana@mre.gov.br 

Dr Marcelo Bonnet 
Director, Plant Products Inspection Department 
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Production and Food 
Supply 
Esplanada dos Ministerios 
BL D Ala B sala 337 
BRASILIA 
BRAZIL 
Phne:+55 61 3218 2323 
Fax:+55 61 3226 9842  
Email : mbonnet@agricultura.gov.br 

Mrs Laura Misk de Faria Brant 
Technical Assistant 
National Heath Surveillance Agency 
SEPN 511 Bloco A 
ED Bittar II 
BRASILIA 
BRAZIL 
Phone:+55 61 3448 6277 
Fax:+55 61 3448 6274 
Email: gicra@anvisa.gov.br 

Mr Luiz Fernando Juchem Cunha 
Service Chief, Traceability, System Coordination 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply 
Esplanada dos Ministerios 
Sala 144 - B anexo 
BRASILIA  
BRAZIL 
Phone:+55 61 3218 2677 
Email: juchem@agricultura.gov.br 

Mrs Ana Virginia de Almeida Figueiredo Manager of 
Food Inspection 
Brazilian National Health Surveillance Agency 
Ministry of Health 
Sepn 511 Bloco A 
EDIFICIO Bittar II 2° ANDAR 
BRASILIA- DF 
BRAZIL 
Phone:+55 61 3448 6277 
Fax:+55 61 3448 6274 
Email: ana.virginia@anvisa.gov.br 

Mr Lucio Akio Kikuchi 
Chief of Fish and Fishery Inspection Division Ministry 
of Agriculture 
Esplanada dos Ministerios 
Sala 446 - A anexo 
BRASILIA 
BRAZIL 
Phone:+55 61 3218 2775 
Fax:+55 61 3218 2672 
Email: lucioakio@agricultura.gov.br 

Mr Alexandre Pontes 
Codex Manager- MAPA 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Livestock and Food Supply 
Esplanada dos Ministerios 
Bloco D sala 347 
BRASILIA 70043-900  
BRAZIL 
Phone:+55 61 3218 2308 
Fax:+55 61 3225 4738 
Email: apontes@agricultura.gov.br 

Ms Luciana Melo 
Technical Director, Veterinarian 
Microbioticos Analises Laboratoriais S/S 
LTDA Qualidade Brasil 
Av. Brigadeiro Luis Antonio 
2344 SL Jardim Paulistano 
SAO PAULO 01402-900  
BRAZIL 
Phone:+55 11 3253 3301 
Fax:+55 11 3283 3583 
Email: luciana@qualidadebrasil.com 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 

Dr Ramlah Mohd Jais 
Veterinary Officer 
Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Industry and 
Primary Resources 
BB 3510 
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 
Phone:+673 238 0144 Ext.310/ +673 238 2559 
Fax:+673 238 2226 
Email: mdputri@hotmail.com.bn 

BURUNDI 

Mr Zacharie Mivuba  
Chef De Division Certification, Accreditation  
et Surveillance des Laboratotrie et Organisms 
D'Inspection Technique 
Bureau Burundais de Normalisation et Controle De La 
Qualite 
BP 3535 BUJUMBURA  
BURUNDI 
Phone:+257  8552 70 or +257 2215 77 
Email: mivubazacharie2000@yahoo.fr 
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CAMBODIA-CAMBODGE-CAMBOYA 

Mr Theng Dim  
Secretariat, Cambodia National Codex Committee 
Ministry of Commerce 
50 Str.Hassakan (144) 
PHSAR KANDAL I KHAN 
DAUN-PENH PHNOM PENH 
CAMBODIA  
Phone:+855 12 526 660 
Fax:+855 23 426 166 
Email: camcontrol@camnet.com.kh 

CANADA-CANADÁ 

Ms Mary Ann Green 
Director, Fish Seafood and Production Division 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
159 Cleopatra Drive 
OTTAWA ONTARIO K1A 0Y9  
CANADA 
Phone:+1 613 221 7028 
Fax:+1 613 228 6648 
Email: greenma@inspection.gc.ca 

Dr Thomas Feltmate  
Manager, Food Safety Risk Analysis,  Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency 
ADRI-CPQP Floor 3, Room C311 
3851 Fallowfield Road 
Po Box 11300 
OTTAWA ONTARIO  K2H 8P9 
CANADA 
Phone:+1 613 228 6698 ext. 5982 
Fax:+1 613 228 6675 
Email: tfeltmate@inspection.gc.ca 

Mr Chris Palmer  
Associate Director, International Program 
Food Directorate   
Health Canada 
2nd Floor Building 7 (0702C1) 

Tunney's Pasture 
OTTAWA ONTARIO K1A 0L2 
CANADA 
Phone:+1 613 941 4616 
Fax:+1 613 941 3537 
Email: chris_palmer@hc-sc.gc.ca 

CHILE-CHILI 

Mrs Grisel Monje 
Ing Agronomo 
Proteccion Agricola Servicio Agricola y Ganadera 
AV Bulnes 140 
SANTIAGO 
CHILE 
Phone:+56 2 3451 204 
Fax:+56 2 345 1203 
Email: grisel.monje@sag.gob.cl 

Mrs Antonieta Urrutia 
Ing Agronomo 
Asuntos Internacionales 
Servicio Agricola y Ganadera 
Av. Bulnes No 140 
SANTIAGO 
CHILE 
Phone:+56 2 3451 585 
Fax:+56 2 345 1578 
Email: antonieta.urrutia@sag.gob.cl 

CHINA-CHINE 

Ms Bin Cai  
Senior Engineer 
Standardization Administration of the People's 
Republic of China 
9 Madian East Road 
Haidian District 100088 
BEIJING 
CHINA 
Phone:+86 10 8226 2656 
Fax:+86 10 8226 0674 
Email: caibin@sac.gov.cn 

Dr Thomas Chung 
Assistant Director 
Food Surveillance and Control 
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department 
43/F Queensway Government Offices 
66 Queensway 
HONG KONG 
Phone:+852 2867 5511 
Fax:+852 2521 9527 
Email: twhchung@fehd.gov.hk 

Dr Scott Crerar 
Food Safety Officer 
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department 43/F 
Queensway Government Offices 
66 Queensway 
HONG KONG 
Phone: +852 2867 5410 
Fax: +852 2893 3547 
Email: screrar@fehd.gov.hk 

Mr Bin Huang 
Official 
Certification and Accreditation Administration of the 
People’s Republic of China 
9 Madian Donglu 
Haidian District 
BEIJING 100088 
CHINA 
Phone:+86 10 8226 2764 
Fax:+86 10 8226 0755 
Email: huangb@cnca.gov.cn 
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Mr Yong Liu  
Engineer Chief 
Shandong Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine 
Bureau of the People’s Republic of China 
No. 70 Qutang xia Road 
Qingdao 266002 
CHINA 
Phone:+865 32 8268 9893 
Fax:+865 32 8265 0719 
Email: liuyong65@yahoo.com 

Ms Yi Luo 
Engineer 
Chinese Academy of Inspection and Quarantine 
No.3 North Road 
Gaobeidian Chaoyang District 
100025 BEJING 
CHINA 
Phone:+86 10 8574 7796 
Fax:+86 10 8575 2995 
Email: luoyibj@126.com 

Mr Guangjiang Tang   
Director 
Bureau of Import and Export Food Safety 
AQSIQ 
9 Madian Donglu, Haidian District 100088 
BEIJING 
CHINA 
Phone:+86 10 8226 2016 
Fax:+86 10 8226 0175 
Email: tanggj@aqsiq.gov.cn 

Ms Wen Hui Wang  
Official 
Heilongjiang Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine 
Bureau of the People’s Republic of China 
9 Ganshui Road 
Development District Harbin 
150001 HARBIN 
CHINA 
Phone:+86 451 8233 7591 
Fax:+86 451 8233 7591 
Email: bxsilence@163.com 

COOK ISLANDS-ÎLES COOK 
ISLAS COOK 

Mr Ngatoko Ngatoko    
National Codex Contact Point for Cook Islands 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 96 
RAROTONGA 682 
COOK ISLANDS 
Phone:+682 28 711 
Fax:+682 21 881 
Email: cimoa@oyster.net.ck , 
nngatok@agriculture.gov.ck 

COSTA RICA 

Ms Leda Madrigal 
Gerente de Cuarentena Vegetal 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia 
Lagunilla Barrial de Heredia 
Escuela de Ciencias del Deporte de la UNA 
Apdo Postal 703006-3005 Barrewl Heredia 
COSTA RICA 
Phone:+506 260 8501/ 260 6190 
Fax:+506 260 8296 
Email: lmadrigal@protecnet.go.cr 

CUBA 

Mr Gabriel Lahens Espinosa 
Director, Department Technical Regulations and 
Quality 
Ministry of Foreign Trade 
Infanta Street No. 16 Esquina 23 
Vedado CIUDAD HABANA 
CUBA 
Phone:+53 7 550 454 
Fax:+53 7 550 461 
Email: gabriel.lahens@mincex.cu 

DENMARK-DANEMARK-DINAMARCA 

Mr Erik Engelst Petersen  
Veterinary Officer 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration Morkhoj 
Bygade 19 
DK 2860, SOBORG 
DENMARK 
Phone:+45 3 395 6000 
Fax:+45 3 396 6001 
Email: eep@fvst.dk 

DOMINICA-DOMINIQUE 

Miss Natasha Jones  
Agricultural Officer, Division of Agriculture 
Botanical Gardens 
ROSEAU 
DOMINICA 
Phone:+1 767 448 1685 
Fax:+1 767 449 9217 
Email: info@dominicastandards.org 

ECUADOR-ÉQUATEUR 

Dr Margoth Hipatia Nogales Paredes 
Servicio Ecuatoriano de 
Sanidad Agropecuaria - SESA, Edf. Mag 
Piso #9 Av. Eloy Alfaro, Y AV Amazona 
QUITO 
ECUADOR 
Phone:+593 2 2548 823 (x137) 
Fax:+593 2 2548 823 (x136) 
Email: codex@mag.gov.ec , 
hipatianogales@yahoo.com 
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EGYPT-ÉGYPTE-EGIPTO 

Mr Hosny Fergany  
Plant Quarantine Inspector Ministry of Agriculture 
138 Glguish Road – Sporting 
5th Floor Flat 504 
ALEXANDRIA 
EGYPT 
Phone:+203 522 5206/ +2010 149 4569 
Email: fergany267@hotmail.com 

ERITREA-ÉRYTHRÉE 

Mr Beyene Mesghenna  
General Manager, Eritrean Standards Institution 
P.O. Box 245 
ASMARA 
ERITREA 
Phone:+291 1 122005 
Fax:+291 1 120245 
Email: eristand@tse.com.er , 
msgbeyene@yahoo.com 

ETHIOPIA-ÉTHIOPIE-ETIOPÍA 

Mr Deressa Fuffa   
Director, Quality Certification, Quality and   Standards 
Authority of Ethiopia 
PO Box 2310 
ADDIS ABABA 
ETHIOPIA 
Phone:+251 911 228 096 
Fax:+251 114 400 627 
Email: qsae@ethionet.et 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
COMUNIDAD EUROPEA 

Dr Jerome Lepeintre  
Administrator, European Commission 
F101 02/62 
BRUSSELS B-1049 
BELGIUM 
Phone:+32 2 2993701 
Fax:+32 2 2998566 
Email: jerome.lepeintre@cec.eu.int 

FIJI-FIDJI 

Mrs Maria Sailo 
Quarantine Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Box 18360 
SUVA 679 
FIJI 
Phone:+679 3312 512 
Fax:+679 330 1657 
Email: maria.sailo@govnet.gov.fj 

FINLAND-FINLANDE-FINLANDIA 

Mrs Hentriikka Kontio  
Veterinary Counsellor Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry 
Department of Food and Health 
PO Box 30 
HELSINKI  FI-00023 
FINLAND 
Phone:+358 9 160 52432 
Fax:+358 9 160 52779 
Email: Hentriikka.Kontio@mmm.fi 

Ms Leena Eerola  
Veterinary Officer, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry 
Department of Food and Health 
PO Box 30 
HELSINKI  F1-00023 
FINLAND 
Phone:+358 9 1605 2943 
Fax:+358 9 1605 2779 
Email: Leena.Eerola@mmm.fi 

FRANCE-FRANCIA 

Mrs Roseline Lecourt 
Chargée de Mission  
Ministère de l'Economie des Finances et de l'Industrie 
DGCCRF  
59 Boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75703 PARIS CEDEX 13 
FRANCE 
Phone:+33 01 4497 34 70 
Fax:+33 01 44 97 30 37                       
Email: roseline.lecourt@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr 

Miss Catherine Chapoux  
Chargée d'Etudes 
Ministère de L'Agriculture de L'Alimentation 
de la Pêche et des Affaires Rurales 
DGAL 251 rue de Vaugirard 
75732 PARIS CEDEX 15 
FRANCE 
Phone:+33 01 49 55 8486 
Fax:+33 01 49 55 44 62 
Email: catherine.chapoux@agriculture.gouv.fr 

GERMANY-ALLEMAGNE-ALEMANIA 

Ms Marie-Luise Trebes  
Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection, Nutrition & 
Agriculture 
Rochusstrasse 1 
53123 BONN 
GERMANY 
Phone:+49 (0) 228 529 3394 
Fax:+49 (0) 228 529 4943 
Email: marie-luise.trebes@bmvel.bund.de 
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Dr Hartmut Waldner  
Scientific Officer  
Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food 
Safety 
POB 140162 
Rochusstrasse 65 
D-53123 BONN 
GERMANY 
Phone:+49 228 6198 261 
Fax:+49 228 6198 120 
Email: hartmut.waldner@bvl.bund.de 

GHANA 

Mr Roderick Daddey-Adjei  
Senior Regulatory Officer 
Food and Drugs Board 
PO Box CT 2783 Cantonments 
ACCRA 
GHANA 
Phone:+233 021 661 248/ 021 673 090 
Fax:+233 021 673 090 
Email: gsbnep@ghanastandards.org , 
fdb@ghana.com 

Mrs Angela Owusu  
Principal Collector 
Customs Excise and Preventive 
GHANA 
Phone:+233 021 773 354 
Fax:+233 021 773 354 
Email: gsbnep@ghanastandards.org , 
fdb@ghana.com 

GREECE-GRÈCE-GRECIA 

Mr Kontolaimos Vasileios  
Legal Advisor 
Greek Ministry of Rural Development and Food 
29 Acharnon Street 10439 
ATHENS 
GREECE 
Phone:+302 1082 50307 
Fax:+302 1082 54621 
Email: cohalka@otenet.gr 

GUATEMALA 

Ms Jessica Mar’ía Cáceres de Estrada 
3a calle final 2-10 zona 15 
Valles de Vista Hermosa 
GUATEMALA 
Phone: +502 2369 8784 
Fax : +502 2369 3320 
Email : jecadest1@yahoo.com 

GUYANA 

Ms Marilyn Collins   
Director, Government Analyst 
Food and Drug Department 
Mudlot Kingston 
GEORGETOWN 
GUYANA 
Phone:+592 225 6482 
Email: codexguyana@yahoo.com , 
fooddrug@networksgy.com 

HAITI-HAÏTI 

Mr Francel Saint-Hillien 
Director General Adjoint 
Administration Générale des Douanes 
Route de Delmas 
PORT AU PRINCE 
HAITI 
Phone:+509 299 176 
Fax:+509 299 1762 
Email: sfrancel@hotmail.com 

HUNGARY-HONGRIE-HUNGRÍA 

Dr Maria Szeitzne Szabo  
General Director 
Hungarian Food Safety Office 
Miklos ter 1 
BUDAPEST H-1035 
HUNGARY 
Phone:+36 1 368 88 15 
Fax:+36 1 38794 00 
Email: maria.szabo@mebih.gov.hu 

Dr Agnes Kerti  
Chief Counsellor 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development PO 
Box 1, H-1860 
BUDAPEST 55 
HUNGARY 
Phone:+36 1 301 4132 
Fax:+36 1 301 4637 
Email: kertia@oai.hu 

INDIA-INDIE 

Mr Rahul Khullar   
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry 
Udyog Bhavan 
NEW DELHI 110001 
INDIA 
Phone:+91 11 2306 3315 
Fax:+91 11 2306 3418 
Email: rkhullar@nic.in 
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Ms Shashi Sareen   
Director 
Export Inspection Council of India 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
Government of India, 3rd Floor, NDYMCA 
Cultural Centre Building, 1 Jai Singh Road 
NEW DELHI 110001 
INDIA 
Phone:+91 11 2374 8025 
Fax:+91 11 2374 8186 
Email: director@eicindia.org 

INDONESIA-INDONÉSIE 

Dr Mohammad Dani  
Director of Quality and Standardisation    
Directorate General of Processing and Marketing of 
Agricultural Products 
Ministry of Agriculture 
D Building 3rd Room 
3 Harsono RM Ragunan 
Ps. Minggu  
JAKARTA SELATAN 12550 
INDONESIA    
Phone:+62 21 781 5881 
Fax:+62 21 781 5881 
Email: mdani@cbn.net.id   

Mr Andreas Anugerah    
Director 
Directorate for Inspection and Quality Control of 
Goods, Directorate General of Foreign Trade        
Ministry of Trade     
Jalan Raya BOGOR KM 26 
JAKARTA 13740  
INDONESIA 
Phone:+62 21 8710 323 
Fax:+62 21 8710 478 
Email: yatty@indosat.net.id 

Mrs Yelita Basri 
Director of Food Industry 
Directorate General for Agro and Chemistry 
Department of Industry 
JL Gatot Subroto KAV 52-53 
JAKARTA 
INDONESIA 
Phone:+62 21 525 2709 

Mr Harsono   
Head of Sub-Division, Standards Formulation 
Centre for Industrial Standardization 
Ministry of Industry  
JL Gatot Subroto 
KAV 52-53 FL 20 
JAKARTA  
INDONESIA 
Phone:+62 21 525 2690 
Fax:+62 21 525 2690 

Ms Husniaty 
Deputy Director 
Directorate for Inspection and Quality Control 
Ministry of Trade 
Jin. Raya Bogor Km. 26 
JAKARTA 13740 
INDONESIA 
Phone:+62 21 871 0323 
Fax:+62 21 871 0478 
Email: yatty@indosat.net.id 

Ms Sulle Kadang 
Deputy Director 
Directorate for Standardisation and Accreditation   
Ministry of Marine and Fisheries  
JIN Merdeka Timur 16 
JAKARTA 10110 
INDONESIA 
Phone:+62 21 351 9070 
Fax:+62 21 350 0149 
Email: sullekadang@yahoo.com 

Mr Setia Mangunsong  
Director, Standardization and Accreditation 
Directorate General of Fishery Product Processing and 
Marketing  
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries  
JIN Merdeka Timur 16 
JAKARTA 10110 
INDONESIA 
Phone:+62 21 351 9070 
Fax:+62 21 350 0149 
Email: setiamm@yahoo.com 

Mrs Murwani Suhardiman 
Head of Standardization Cooperation Division 
Centre for Industrial Standardization 
Ministry of Industry 
JL Gatot Subroto  
KAV 52-53, FL 20th  
JAKARTA 
INDONESIA           
Phone:+62 21 525 2690 
Fax:+62 21 525 2690 
Email: kerjasama_pustan@yahoo.com 

Mr Akhmad Suhardiyanto 
Deputy Director 
Directorate for Quality and Standardization 
Directorate General of Processing and Marketing of 
Agricultural Products 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Gedung D Lt. 2R. 233 
JI. Harsono RM 3 Ragunan 
Pasar Minggu 
JAKARTA 12550 
INDONESIA      
Phone:+62 21 781 5881 
Fax:+62 21 781 5881 
Email: suhardiyanto@deptan.go.id 
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Mr Suradi 
Head of Sub-Division of Standardization and 
Technology 
Directorate General for Agro and Chemistry 
Department of Industry 
JL Gatot Subroto KAV 52-53 
JAKARTA 
INDONESIA 
Phone:+62 21 525 2236 
Fax:+62 21 525 2236 
Email: irsuraki@yahoo.co.id 

Ms Budi Susilowati 
Deputy Director, Directorate for Standardization and 
Accreditation 
Ministry of Marine and Fisheries 
J/N Merdeka Tinur 16 
JAKARTA 10110 
INDONESIA 
Phone:+62 21 7351 9070 
Fax:+62 21 3500 149 
Email: budisusilowati05@yahoo.co.id 

Mr Octovianus Geuther 
Senior Manager 
Industry Policy Compliance        
PT ISM Bogasari Flour Mills 
Kunci Biru Building 
Jalan Raya Cilincing No 1 
Tanjung Priok 
INDONESIA 
Phone:+62 21 43920119 
Fax:+62 21 4392 0214 
Email: octovianus.geuther@bogasariflour.com 

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) 
IRAN (RÉPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D’) 
IRÁN (REPÚBLICA ISLÁMICA DEL) 

Mr Mohammad Hosein Kalantar Motamedi   
Isiri President Adviser 
Institute of Standards & Industrial Research of Iran 
PO Box 14155-6139 
TEHRAN 
IRAN 
Phone:+98 21 8888 9664 
Fax:+98 21 8887 9475 
Email: motamedi@isiri.org.ir 

IRELAND-IRLANDE-IRLANDA 

Ms Paula Barry Walsh   
Senior Superintending Veterinary Inspector 
Department of Agriculture and Food 
Agriculture House Kildare Street 
DUBLIN 2 
IRELAND 
Phone:+353 1 607 2648 
Fax:+353 1 678 9733 
Email: paula.barrywalsh@agriculture.gov.ie 

ITALY-ITALIE-ITALIA 

Mr Ciro Impagnatiello 
Ministero delle politiche agricole e forestali 
Via XX Settembre 20 
ROME 00187 
ITALY 
Phone:+39 06 46656511 
Fax:+39 06 4880 273  
Email: c.impagnatiello@politicheagricole.it 

JAPAN-JAPON-JAPÓN 

Dr Tamami Umeda   
Director, International Food Safety Planning 
Department of Food Safety 
Pharmaceutical and Food Safety Bureau 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1- 2-2 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100-8916  
JAPAN 
Phone:+81 3 3595 2326 
Fax:+81 3 3503 7965 
Email: umeda-tamami@mhlw.go.jp 

Dr Hiroshi Yoshikura 
Adviser, Department of Food Safety 
Pharmaceutical and Food Safety Bureau 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1- 2-2 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100-8916 
JAPAN 
Phone:+81 3 3595 2326 
Fax:+81 3 3503 7965 
Email: codexj@mhlw.go.jp 

Mr Makoto Tanaka  
Deputy Director, Inspection and Safety Division 
Department of Food Safety 
Pharmaceutical and Food Safety Bureau 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-  2-2 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyoda-Ku 
TOKYO 100-8916 
JAPAN 
Phone:+81 3 3595 2337 
Fax:+81 3 3503 7964 
Email: tanaka-makototm@mhlw.go.jp 

Mr Yasuki Matsui  
Chief 
Office of Quarantine Stations Administration, 
Policy Planning and Communication Division 
Ministry of Health Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100-8916 
JAPAN 
Phone:+81 3 3595 2333 
Fax:+81 3 3591 8029 
Email: matsui_yasuki@mhlw.go.jp 
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Mr Ryosuke Ogawa 
Director, International Affairs Office  
Food Safety and Consumer Policy Division 
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100-8950 
JAPAN 
Phone:+81 3 5512 2291 
Fax:+81 3 3597 0329 
Email: ryousuke_ogawa@nm.maff.go.jp 

Mr Hideya Yamada 
Deputy Director, Food Safety and  Consumer Policy 
Division 
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1Kasumigaseki 
Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO  100-8950 
JAPAN 
Phone:+81 3 5512 2291 
Fax:+81 3 3597 0329 
Email: hideya_yamada@nm.maff.go.jp 

Ms Maki Ohira 
Deputy Director 
Food Safety and Consumer Policy Division Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyoda-ku 100-8950 
TOKYO 
JAPAN 
Phone:+81 3 5512 2291 
Fax:+81 3 3597 0329  
Email: maki_oohira@nm.maff.go.jp 

JORDAN-JORDANIE-JORDANIA 

Dr Ghazi Klaibi  
Head of Imported Food Division 
Jordan Food & Drug Administration 
PO Box 811951, PC 11181 
AMMAN 
JORDAN 
Phone:+962 6 460 2022 
Fax:+962 6 562 6325 
Email: ghazi.klaibi@jfda.jo 

KAZAKHSTAN-KAZAJSTÁN 

Dr Bakytgul Tleubekova    
Head of the Sanitary-hygiene Control and Sanitary-
epidemiological Regulation Department 
Ministry of Public Health 
Moscowskaya Street 66, 473000 
ASTANA 
KAZAKHSTAN 
Phone:+8 317 2 317 477 
Fax:+8 317 2 317 807 
Email: b.tleubekova@minzdrav-rk.kz 

KENYA 

Dr James Karitu 
Assistant Director of Veterinary Services 
Department of  Veterinary Services 
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries Development PO 
Box 00625, Kangemi 
NAIROBI 
KENYA 
Phone:+254 020 631 390 / 631 289 
Fax:+254 020 631 273 
Email: ngandukaritu@yahoo.com 

Mrs Beatrice Opiyo 
Head of Training and Advisory Services 
Certification Department 
Kenya Bureau of Standards 
Box 54974 
NAIROBI 00200 
KENYA 
Phone:+254 20 690 28000 
Fax:+254 20 604031 
Email: atienobm@kebs.org 

KIRIBATI 

Mr Ata Binoka 
Plant Protection Officer, Agriculture Division 
Ministry of Environment, Lands & Agriculture 
Development 
PO Box 267 
Bikenibeu, Tarawa 
KIRIBATI 
Phone:+686 28108 
Fax:+686 28121 
Email: agriculture@tskl.net.ki 

KOREA, REPUBLIC OF 
CORÉE, RÉPUBLIQUE DE 
COREA, REPÚBLICA DE 

Dr Kwang Ho Lee 
Team Leader, Food Standards 
Korean Food and Drug Administration 
5 Nokbun dong Eunpyung-gu 
SEOUL 
KOREA 
Phone:+82 2 380 1664 
Fax:+82 2 382 4892  
Email: khlee@kfda.go.kr 

Mr Hee Dong Woo 
Researcher 
Korea Health Industry Development Institute 
57-1 Noryangjin Dong Dongjak-GU 
156-800 SEOUL 
KOREA 
Phone:+82 2 2194 7332 
Fax:+82 2 824 1763  
Email: whd23@khidi.or.kr 
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Miss Jeong Mi Hong 
Scientific Office 
Korean Food and Drug Administration 
5 Nokbun dong Eunpyung-gu 
SEOUL 
KOREA  
Phone:+82 2 380 1366 
Fax:+82 2 385 3761  
Email: hjm0514@kfda.go.kr 

LEBANON-LIBAN-LIBANO 

Mrs Lena Dargham  
Agricultural Engineer 
Lebanese Standards Institution 
Sin el Fil Gedco Center Bloc B 
9th Floor 
BEIRUT  
LEBANON 
Phone:+961 1 485 927 
Fax:+961 1 485 929 
Email: ldargham@libnor.org 

MADAGASCAR 

Mrs Jeannine Rajaonarivony  
Membre du Comite National du Codex 
Ministerie de L’Industrialisation, du Commerce et du 
Developpement du Secteur Prìvé 
ANTANANARIVO 
MADAGASCAR 
Phone:+261 20 20 238 60 
Email: dnq.sml@wanadoo.mg , 
rajaojeannine@yahoo.fr 

MALAYSIA-MALAISIE-MALASIA 

Dr Hj Abd Rahim bin Mohamad   
Director, Food Safety and Quality Division Ministry of 
Health Malaysia 
Federal Government Administration Centre 
Parcel E, Block E7 Level 3 
2590 PUTRAJAYA  
MALAYSIA 
Phone:+603 888 33502 
Fax:+603 8889 3815 
Email: abd_rahim@moh.gov.my 

Mr Raj R. D'Nathan     
Deputy Undersecretary (Livestock) 
Crops, Livestock and Fisheries Industry Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-Based Industry 
Level 11 Wisma Tani 
Tower Block 4G1 
Federal Government Administrative Centre 
Precinct 4, 62624  
PUTRAJAYA 
MALAYSIA 
Phone:+60 3 8870 1409 
Fax:+ 603 8888 6902 
Email: raj@agri.moa.my 

Dr Azriman Rosman   
Principal Assistant Director 
Food Safety and Quality Division 
Ministry of Public Health 
Level 3, Block E7, Parcel E, Federal 
Government Administrative Centre 
62590 PUTRAJAYA 
MALAYSIA 
Phone:+603 8883 3512 
Fax:+603 8889 3815 
Email: azrros@yahoo.com 

Dr Moktir Singh s/o Gardir Singh  
Senior Veterinary Officer 
Department of Veterinary Services Malaysia 
Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-Based Industry 
Wisma Tani, Podium Block 1A 
Lot 4G1, Precinct 4 
Federal Government Administrative Centre 
62630 PUTRAJAYA 
MALAYSIA 
Phone:+603 8870 2123 
Fax:+603 8888 5755 
Email: moktir@jph.gov.my 

Ms Rozita Baharuddin  
Head of Quality Control Unit 
Malaysian Palm Oil Board 
Lot 6, SS 6, Jalan 
Perbandaran, 47301 Kelana Jaya 
SELANGOR 
MALAYSIA 
Phone:+603 7800 2956 
Fax:+603 7806 1485 
Email: rozita@mpob.gov.my 

MEXICO-MEXIQUE-MÉXICO 

Mr Guillermo Arroyo   
Gerente de Seguimiento de Programas Comision 
Federal para la Proteccion  
Contra Riesgos Sanitarios 
Monterrey 333er piso 
Col Roma 06700 
MEXICO 
Phone:+52 55 5080 5262 
Fax:+52 55 5514 14 07 
Email: garroyo@salud.gob.mx 

Miss Maribel Bernal Saldivar  
Directora Ejecutiva de Autorizaciones de Comercio 
Internacional y Publicidad 
Comision Federal para la Proteccion contra Riesgos 
Sanitarios Secretaria de Salud 
Monterrey 
#33, Piso 6 COLONIA ROMA 
Distrito Federal 06700 
MEXICO 
Phone:+52 55 5080 5200 Ext.1482 
Fax:+52 55 5280 2810 
Email: mbernal@salud.gob.mx 
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Dr Marcela Fuentes    
Directora de Inspeccion en Puertos Aeropuertos y 
Fronteras 
Secretaria de Agricultura Ganaderia Desarrollo Rural 
Pesca y Alimentacion Municipio Libre  
377 DISTRITO FEDERAL 03310 
MEXICO 
Phone:+52 55 918 31000 Ext. 34080 
Email: eic.dgif@senasica.sagarpa.gob.mx 

MONGOLIA-MONGOLIE 

Dr Bolortuya Purevsuren  
Officer, Department of Veterinary Services 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
Peace Avenue 16A, Government Building 9 
ULAANBAATAR 210349 
MONGOLIA 
Phone:+976 11263 408 
Fax:+976 11 458 933 
Email: bolor_73@yahoo.com 

MOZAMBIQUE 

Mrs Sónia Bianca Pereira  
Fish Inspection Technician 
Ministry of Fisheries 
Consiglieri Pedroso, Road 347 
MAPUTO 1723 
MOZAMBIQUE 
Phone:+258 21 309 605 
Fax:+258 21 309 605 
Email: soniabiancamz@yahoo.com.br 

Mrs Lúcia Berta Sumbana Santos  
Fish Inspection Technician 
Ministry of Fisheries 
Consiglieri Pedroso, Road 347 
MAPUTO 1723 
MOZAMBIQUE 
Phone:+258 21 309 605 
Fax:+258 21 309 605 
Email: lucysantosmz@yahoo.com.br 

MYANMAR 

Dr Yi Yi Htwe 
Deputy Director 
Food and Drug Administration 
Department of Health 
27 Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Road 
Dagon PO 11191 
YANGON 
MYANMAR 
Phone:+095 1 229 022 
Fax:+095 1 210 652 
Email: ihmoh@mptmail.net.mm 

Dr Daw Myint Myint 
Assistant Director 
Food and Drug Administration 
Department of Health 
27 Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Road 
Dagon PO 11191 
YANGON 
MYANMAR 
Phone:+095 1 229 022 
Fax:+095 1 210 652 
Email: ihmoh@mptmail.net.mm 

NEPAL-NÉPAL 

Mr Uttam Kumar Bhattarai  
Deputy Director General 
Department of Food Technology and Quality Control 
PO Box 21265 
Babarmahal 
KATHMANDU 
NEPAL 
Phone:+977 1 426 2739 
Fax:+977 1 426 2337 
Email: dgdftqc@mail.com.np , 
ukbhattarai21@yahoo.com 

NETHERLANDS-PAYS-BAS 
PAÍSES BAJOS 

Dr Hans Jeuring 
Senior Public Health Officer 
Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority 
PO Box 19506 
THE HAGUE 2500 CM 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Phone:+31 70 448 48 08 
Fax:+31 70 448 40 61 
Email: hans.jeuring@vwa.nl 

Mrs Celia Steegmann  
Senior Policy Advisor Food Quality 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 
PO Box 20401 
THE HAGUE 2500 EK 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Phone:+31 70 378 43 56 
Fax:+31 70 378 63 89 
Email: c.c.steegman@minlnv.nl 

Mrs Anneke Van de Kamp  
Head of Department of Food and Nutrition    
Main Board for Arable Products 
PO Box 29739  
THE HAGUE 2502 LS 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Phone:+31 70 370 85 02 
Fax:+31 70 370 84 44   
Email: a.van.de.kamp@hpa.agro.nl 
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Mr Koos Warmerhoven   
Senior Adviser 
The Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority 
Prinses Beatrixlaan 2  
THE HAGUE 2500 CM 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Phone:+31 70 44 84766 
Email: koos.warmerhoven@vwa.nl 

NEW ZEALAND-NOUVELLE-ZÉLANDE 
NUEVA ZELANDIA 

Mrs Cherie Flynn 
Programme Manager, Policy - Food Act & Animal 
Products, Policy Group 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone:+64 4 463 2572 
Fax:+64 4 463 2583 
Email: cherie.flynn@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Ms Antonia Aloe   
Programme Manager, Market Access 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone:+64 4 463 2657 
Fax:+64 4 463 2675 
Email: antonia.aloe@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Ms Hilary Eade   
Programme Manager 
Technical Standards- Imports 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone:+64 4 463 2694 
Fax:+64 4 463 2675 
Email: hilary.eade@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Mr Phillip Fawcet   
Senior Programme Manager, International Standards 
Export Standards Group 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone:+64 4 463 2656 
Fax:+64 4 463 2675 
Email: phil.fawcet@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Mr John Lee 
Senior Programme Manager, Market Access 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
95 McGregor Road, RD 2 
PAPAKURA  1703 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone:+64 9 292 9131 
Fax:+64 9 292 9131 
Email: john.lee@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Mr Basker Nadarajah 
National Co-ordinator Imported Products  
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 76 123 
MANUKAU CITY 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone:+64 9 623 4600 
Fax:+64 9 261 1626 
Email: baskern@adhb.govt.nz 

Ms Clare Stynes  
Programme Manager, Import Systems 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 2610 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone:+64 4 463 2508 
Fax:+64 4 463 2675 
Email: clare.stynes@nzfsa.govt.nz 

NIGERIA-NÍGER 

Mr Umar Abdullah Alkaleri 
Desk Officer, Codex 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development 
PMB 135 
Garki- Abuja 234 FCT 
NIGERIA 
Phone:+234 9 314 2747  
Fax:+234 9 314 0347  
Email: audukusa@yahoo.com 

Dr Nasir Agonoh Akwuh 
Director 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development 
PMB 135 
Garki- Abuja 234 FCT 
NIGERIA 
Phone:+234 9 314 2747  
Fax:+234 9 314 0347  

Mr Buba Gamawa Mohamed 
Director 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development 
PMB 135 
Garki- Abuja 234 FCT 
NIGERIA 
Phone:+234 9 314 2747  
Fax:+234 9 314 0347 
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Mr Gambo D Sanusi   
Assistant Comptroller of Customs 
Nigeria Customs Service 
No. 3, Abidjan Street Zone 3 
WUSE ABUJA 
NIGERIA 
Phone:+234 270 8231-4 
Email: gambosanusi@yahoo.co.uk  

NORWAY-NORVÈGE-NORUEGA 

Mr Lennart Johanson  
Deputy Director General 
Norwegian Ministry of Fisheries 
PO Box 8118 Dep NO- 0032 
OSLO 
NORWAY 
Phone:+47 2224 2665 
Fax:+47 2224 5678 
Email: Lennart.Johanson@fkd.dep.no 

Ms Lena Brungot   
Adviser, Norwegian Food Safety Authority   National 
Fish and Seafood Centre 
Rosenkranzgt 3 
5003 BERGEN 
NORWAY 
Phone:+47 5521 5732 
Fax:+47 5521 5707 
Email: lena.brungot@mattilsynet.no 

Mrs Tone Elisabeth Matheson 
Senior Adviser, Codex Manager 
Section for International and Legal Coordination 
Department of Operations Policy 
Norwegian Food Safety Authority 
BRUMUNDDAL 
NORWAY 
Phone:+47 2321 6651 
Fax:+41 2321 6801 
Email: tone.elisabeth.matheson@mattilsynet.no 

Mrs Vigdis Veum Moellersen    
Adviser, Norwegian Food Safety Authority 
Mattilsynet Head Office 
P.O. Box 383, N-2381 
BRUMUNDDAL 
NORWAY 
Phone:+47 2321 6669 
Fax:+47 2321 6801 
Email: visvm@mattilsynet.no 

PAKISTAN-PAKISTÁN 

Dr Iqbal Pathan  
Deputy Director 
Department of Plant Quarantine 
Jinnah Avenue 
Malir Halt 
KARACHI 75100 
PAKISTAN 
Phone:+92 21 9248 670  
Fax:+92 21 9248 673  
Email: plant-q@khi.paknet.com.pk 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
PAPOUASIE-NOUVELLE-GUINEE 
PAPUA NUEVA GUINEA 

Mr Nime Kapo  
Veterinary Officer 
NAQIA 
PO Box 2878 
Lae Morobe Province 411 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Phone:+675 479 3775 
Fax:+675 479 3776 
Email: Lae.Vet@global.net.pg 

Ms Martina Bubula Ragagalo 
Audit and Certification Officer 
National Fisheries Authority 
PO Box 2016  
National Capital District 
PORT MORESBY 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Phone:+675 309 0479 
Fax:+675 320 2061 
Email: mragagalo@fisheries.gov.pg 

PHILIPPINES-FILIPINAS 

Mr Gilberto Layese 
Director  
Bureau of Agriculture & Fisheries Product Standards 
BPI Compound Visayas Ave 
Diliman 
Quezon City 
Phone:+632 920 6131/6133  
Fax:+632 920 6134 
Email: bafps@yahoo.com 

Mrs Teresa Miranda  
Food and Drug Regulation Officer III 
Bureau of Food and Drugs 
Department of Health 
Filinvest Corporate City 
Alabang Muntilupa City 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone:+632 807 8275 
Fax:+632 807 8275  
Email: theremiranda@yahoo.com 
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QATAR 

Dr Jasim Al-Jedah    
Head of Central Laboratory 
National Health Authority 
P.O. Box 21266 
DOHA 
QATAR 
Phone:+974 432 9718 
Fax:+974 435 3769 
Email: rcfcm@qatar.net.qa 

ROMANIA-ROUMANIE-RUMANIA 

Dr Paul Piscoi  
Director, National Sanitary 
Veterinary and Food Safety Authority 
Negustori 1, B Street sect 2 
BUCHAREST 023951 
ROMANIA 
Phone:+40 21 307 8568 
Fax:+40 21 312 4967 
Email: paul.piscoi@ansv.ro 

RWANDA 

Mr Philip Nzaire   
Director, Quality Assurance, Rwanda Bureau of 
Standards 
P.O. Box 7099 
KIGALI 
RWANDA 
Phone:+250 0853 2137 /+250 586 103 
Fax:+250 583 305 
Email: nzbph@yahoo.com 

SAMOA 

Mr Kirifi Pouono  
Assistant Chief Executive Officer, Quarantine 
Ministry of Agriculture 
PO Box 1874 
APIA 
SAMOA 
Phone:+685 201 03 
Email: kpouono@lesamoa.net 

SINGAPORE-SINGAPOUR-SINGAPUR 

Dr Siang Thai Chew   
Director 
Food and Veterinary Administration 
Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority 
5 Maxwell Road, #04-00 Tower Block MND 
Complex 069110 
SINGAPORE 
Phone:+65 6325 7600 
Fax:+65 6220 6068 
Email: chew_siang_thai@ava.gov.sg 

Dr Astrid Yeo  
Assistant Director (Import and Export) 
Food and Veterinary Administration 
Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority of Singapore 
5 Maxwell Road #02-00, Tower Block MND Complex 
069110 
SINGAPORE 
Phone:+65 6 325 7686 
Fax:+65 6 220 6068 
Email: astrid_yeo@ava.gov.sg 

SOLOMON ISLANDS-ÎLES SALOMON 
ISLAS SALOMÓN 

Mrs Ethel Lano Mapolu 
Principal Health Inspector 
Codex Solomon Islands 
Ministry of Health and Medical Services 
EHD, PO Box 349 
HONIARA 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Phone:+677 281 66 
Fax:+677 255 13 
Email: emapolu@yahoo.com 

Ms Josephine Watoto 
Nutritionist 
Ministry of Health 
PO Box 349 
HONIARA 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Phone:+677 281 69 
Fax:+677 242 60 
Email: josywatoto@hotmail.com 

SOUTH AFRICA-AFRIQUE DU SUD 
SUDÁFRICA 

Dr Boitshoko Ntshabele    
Manager, Meat, Poultry and Dairy Products     
Department of Agriculture 
Private Bag X250, 0001  
PRETORIA  
SOUTH AFRICA 
Phone:+27 12 319 6754 
Fax:+27 12 319 6867 
Email: boitshokon@nda.agric.za 

Mr Deon Jacobs    
Senior Inspector, Food and Associated Industries 
Department 
Regulatory Affairs and Consumer Protection Division 
South African Bureau of Standards 
PO Box 615, 7701 Rondebosch 
CAPE TOWN 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Phone:+27 21 689 5511 
Fax:+27 12 428 6466 
Email: jacobsdc@sabs.co.za 



ALINORM 06/29/30 
Appendix I 

 

31 

Mr Gideon Joubert 
Technical Adviser, Food and Associated Industries 
Department 
Regulatory Affairs and Consumer Protection Division  
South African Bureau of Standards 
Private Bag X191 
PRETORIA 0001 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Phone:+27 12 428 6086 
Fax:+27 12 428 6466 
Email: joubergj@sabs.co.za 

Mr Dries Pretorius   
Acting Director, Directorate, Food Control    
Department of Health 
Private Bag X828, 0001 
PRETORIA 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Phone:+27 12 312 0159 
Fax:+27 12 312 3162 
Email:  pretoa@health.gov.za 

SPAIN-ESPAGNE-ESPAÑA 

Miss Almudena de Arriba Hervás  
Técnico Superior 
Subdireccion General de Sanidad Exterior 
Ministerio de Sanidad y Consumo 
Paseo del Prado, 18 – 20 
MADRID 28071 
SPAIN 
Phone:+34 1 596 1347 
Fax:+34 1 596 2047 
Email: aarriba@msc.es 

Ms Monica Brun  
Analista de Mercado, Secretaria de Estado de Turismo 
Y Comercio 
Edgecliff Centre Suite 408 
203 New South Head Road 
SYDNEY 2027 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone:+61 2 9362 4212 
Email: mbrun@mcx.es 

Miss Paloma Cervera  
Jefe de Servicio Agencia Espanola de            Seguridad 
Alimentaria 
C/Alcala 56 
MADRID  28071 
SPAIN 
Phone:+34 91 338 0897 
Fax:+34 91 338 0238 
Email:  pcervera@msc.es 

Mr Fernando Riesco Rodriguez 
Técnico Superior 
Subdireccion General de Sanidad Exterior 
Ministerio de Sanidad y Consumo 
Paseo del Prado 18 – 20 
MADRID 28071 
SPAIN 
Phone:+34 91 596 1792 
Fax:+34 91 596 2047 
Email: friesco@msc.es 

SUDAN-SOUDAN-SUDÁN 

Mr Abdel Aziz Ahmed  
Deputy Undersecretary, Ministry of Foreign Trade 
Khartoum- Sudan 
Gama Street PO Box 194 
KHARTOUM 11111 
SUDAN 
Phone:+249 183 7769 33 
Fax:+249 183 776 359 
Email: abdelazizabutalib@yahoo.com 

SWEDEN-SUÈDE-SUECIA 

Ms Ylva Wallen  
Senior Administrative Officer 
Food and Animal Division 
Ministry of Agriculture Food and Consumer Affairs 
STOCKHOLM S-103 33 
SWEDEN 
Phone:+46 8 405 11 06 
Fax:+46 8 405 49 70 
(Mobile) +46 70 519 0254  
Email: ylva.wallen@agriculture.ministry.se 

Mr Lars Borje Croon  
Chief Government Inspector 
National Food Administration 
SE-751, 26 Uppsala, 
SWEDEN 
Phone:+46 18 175 717 
Fax:+46 18 175 310 
Email: lbcr@slv.se  

SWITZERLAND-SUISSE-SUIZA 

Mrs Awilo Ochieng Pernet 
Codex Alimentarius 
International Food Safety Issues 
Swiss Federal Office of Public Health 
Schwarzenburgstrasse 165 
CH-3003 BERNE 
SWITZERLAND 
Phone:+41 31 322 0041 
Fax:+41 31 322 9574 
Email: awilo.ochieng@bag.admin.ch 
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Mr Juerg Ruefenacht  
Head Border Veterinary Inspection 
Swiss Veterinary Office 
Schwarzenburgstrasse155 
CH-3003 BERNE 
SWITZERLAND 
Phone:+41 31 323 3033 
Fax:+41 31 323 8656 
Email: juerg.ruefenacht@bvet.admin.ch 

THAILAND-THAÏLANDE-TAILANDIA 

Metanee Sukontarug 
Director of Office Commodity and System Standards 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperative 
3 Rajdamnern Nok Avenue 
BANGKOK 10200 
THAILAND 
Phone+66 2 280 3900  
Fax:+66 2 280 3899  
Email: metanee@acfs.go.th 

Ms Usa Bamrungbhuet  
Standard Officer, Office of Commodity and      System 
Standards 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 
3 Rajdamnern Nok Avenue 
BANGKOK 10200 
THAILAND 
Phone:+66 2283 1600 Ext. 1184 
Fax:+66 2 280 3899 
Email: usa@acfs.go.th 

Mrs Bussara Chankaewmance 
Chief, Quality and Product Standards 
Department of Agriculture 
Kasetsart University Campus 
50 Paholoyothin Road. 
Chatuchak 10900 
BANGKOK 
THAILAND 
Phone:+66 2 940 7422  
Fax:+66 2 940 6464  
Email: bchankaewmanee@yahoo.com 

Dr Ronachai Juangphanich 
Director of Livestock Standards Division 
Bureau of Livestock Standards and Certification 
Department of Livestock Development 
Phayathai Rd Rajathevee 
BANGKOK 10400 
THAILAND  
Phone:+66 2 653 4444 Ext. 3141-42 
Fax:+66 2 653 4444 Ext. 3145  
Email: juangvet@hotmail.com 

Ms Daranee Mukhajonpun 
Senior Expert in Food Safety and Consumption 
Food and Drug Administration 
Ministry of Public Health 
Tiwanon Road  
NONTHABURI 11000 
THAILAND 
Phone:+66 2 590 7153 
Fax:+66 2 591 8460  
Email: daraneem@fda.moph.go.th 

Mrs Wanwipa Suwannarak 
Senior Food Technologist 
Department of Fisheries 
Kasetklang Chatuchak 
1900  
BANGKOK 
THAILAND 
Phone:+66 2 558 0150 
Fax:+66 2 558 0136 
Email: wanwipa_su@yahoo.com 

Ms Nantapom Tantasuth 
Food Technologist 
Food and Drug Administration 
Ministry of Public Health 
Tiwanon Road 
NONTHABURI 11000 
THAILAND 
Phone:+66 2 590 7358 
Fax:+66 2 590 7321  
Email: viewtum@fda.moph.go.th 

Dr Supapun Brilliantes 
Technical Vice Manager 
Thai Food Processors' Association 
170/21-22 Ocean Tower 1 Bld 
Ratchadaphisek Rd 
Klongtoey 
BANGKOK 
THAILAND 
Phone:+66 2 261 2684-6  
Fax:+66 2 261 2996-7  
Email: vice-manager@thaifood.org 

Mr Panisuan Jamnarnwej 
Honarary Advisor 
Thai Frozen Foods Association 
92/6 6th Floor Thani 2 
North Sathorn Road  
BANGRAK 
THAILAND 
Phone:+66 2 235 5622-4  
Fax:+66 2 235 5625  
Email: panisuan@thai_frozen.or.th 
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Mr Boonpeng Santiwattanatam 
The Federation of Thai Industries 
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PROPOSED DRAFT PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR IMPORTED FOOD INSPECTION 
BASED ON RISK1 

(N06-2004) 

(at Steps 5/8 of the Elaboration Procedure) 

SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 

1. This Annex elaborates on paragraphs 22-26 of the main text (CAC/GL 47-2003).  

2. The implementation of an imported food inspection programme based on risk provides a more effective 
means for addressing the food safety risks that are associated with imported food2, ensuring compliance of 
imported foods with importing countries’ food safety requirements and allows greater attention to be given to 
foods that present a higher level of risk to human health. 

3. This document should be read in conjunction with all relevant Codex guidelines. 

SECTION 2 - OBJECTIVE 

4. This annex is intended to provide competent authorities with information to assist them with the design 
and implementation of inspection programmes for imported food, based on the food safety risks.  

SECTION 3 - PRINCIPLES 

5. The following principles apply to the development and implementation of an imported food inspection 
programme based on risk. 

• In determining the level of risk assigned to an imported food an importing country should 
consider the assessed food safety risk to human health the food presents or is likely to present 
based on available scientific information in relation to the consumption of the food. 

• Requirements for an imported food inspection programme based on risk should be developed 
using a risk analysis approach, and should not be applied arbitrarily or in a discriminatory 
manner, and should not result in unjustified barriers to trade or unnecessary delays. 

• The nature3 and frequency of inspection of a specific imported food should be proportionate to 
the level of risk attributed to it and take into account, all relevant factors.4 

• Sampling plans5 and methods of analysis should, be based on Codex standards, guidelines, and 
recommendations.  In the absence of Codex sampling plans, reference should be made to 
internationally accepted or scientifically based sampling plans when practically feasible.6 

• Information regarding a country’s imported food inspection programme based on risk should be 
transparent, easily accessible, and up to date. 

                                                   
1   A function of the probability of an adverse health effect and the severity of that effect, consequential to a 

hazard(s) in food.  Definition of Risk Analysis Terms Related to Food Safety, Codex Alimentarius Procedural 
Manual 14th Edition. 

2   Imported food in this annex also includes food ingredients.  Inspection may also cover feeding stuffs for food 
producing animals where appropriate. 

3  Examples of the nature of inspection could include documentation check, visual examination, sampling and 
testing. 

4  Examples of relevant factors where appropriate are included in paragraph 22 of CAC/GL 47/2003. 
5  Principles for the Establishment or Selection of Codex Sampling Procedures, Codex Alimentarius Procedural 

Manual, 14th Edition, Page 82. 
6  Statistical validation of sampling requirements should always be the aim but may not be practical where the 

consignment is not homogenous. 
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SECTION 4 - DESIGNING AN IMPORTED FOOD INSPECTION PROGRAMME BASED ON 
RISK 

6. The competent authority should use relevant information to assess the level of risk associated with the 
imported food. This  information could include, inter alia: 

• The scientific determination of the food safety risk to the extent possible7.   

• The adequacy of processing controls in place in the exporting country as evidenced by its laws, 
regulations, and other policies; its infrastructure; and its ability to effectively enforce food safety 
requirements, as may be verified by audits and on-site visits by the competent authority of the 
importing country. 8. 

• The compliance history of the food generally, irrespective of the source of the food; 

• The compliance history of the food with respect to the source of the food including, where 
available, the compliance history of: 

- the exporting country or region/area within an exporting country; 

- the producer and manufacturer; 

- the exporter; 

- the shipper; and 

- the importer.  

• reports from officially recognized inspection and/or certification bodies. 

7. The level of risk assigned to a food should be reviewed periodically or when new information that may 
affect the food safety risk associated with the food becomes known in order to maintain the proportionality 
between the nature and frequency of inspection and the risk assessed.  

8. The competent food safety authority may establish levels of inspection  based on the above factors in 
order to determine the  nature and frequency of inspections at the border/point of control of a given food from 
a given country, producer/manufacturer, exporter, shipper, and importer.  The nature and frequency of 
inspection may then be adjusted according to the demonstrated compliance to food safety requirements. The 
nature and frequency of inspection should be fully documented.   

9. The importing country should adjust the nature and frequency of inspection of the imported food based 
on information from competent authorities in the exporting country regarding the exported foods. This 
information may include: 

- certificates; 

- equivalence determinations; 

- memoranda of understanding; 

- mutual recognition agreements; or 

- other appropriate means acceptable between countries. 

10. The importing country may also adapt/alter the nature and frequency of inspection of the imported food 
based on an assessment by the importing country’s competent authority of controls its importers exercise over 
their suppliers. 

11. Exporting countries can provide information on the control systems in place in their country and, as 
appropriate, may provide assurance to the importing country that a particular food complies with the food 
safety requirements of the importing country. 

                                                   
7  Risk assessments, foodborne illness outbreak and epidemiological findings/history, contaminant and/or residue 

information can be key components of this information. 
8  Laboratory sampling programmes and results may provide this type of information.  Audits are another way of 

gaining information. 
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12. Audits by the importing country may, where appropriate, verify an exporting country’s inspection 
controls, and the information gained from these audits could be used as part of the review of the level of risk 
assigned to the food from that country. 

13. When an importing country does not have prior knowledge of an exporting country’s processing 
controls or of the food itself, that is those items listed in paragraph 6, a compliance history is lacking or such 
information cannot be readily obtained, an importing country may, until there is such knowledge, initially 
establish inspections of a more comprehensive nature and of a higher frequency than that which it might 
assign to the food when such information is available.  

14. Sustained conformance with the importing country’s requirements, as demonstrated, for example, by 
audit results and results of border/point of control checks, provides an opportunity for importing countries to 
adjust the nature and frequency of inspection at the border/point of control, in proportion to the level of 
compliance verified. 

15. Foodborne illness outbreaks; epidemiological findings; results of audits conducted in the exporting 
country; the detection of non-compliances with food safety requirements at the point of import and detection 
of pathogens, contaminants and  harmful residues in imported food; and the results of border/point of control 
checks, may lead an importing country to adjust the nature and frequency of inspection, or in extreme cases, 
to suspend the trade in that food until it is confirmed that corrective measures have been introduced and are 
being implemented effectively9.  An importing country may work with an exporting country to prevent the 
occurrence of further outbreaks.   

16. The level of adjustment/modification of the nature and frequency of inspection applied to a food should 
be proportional to the changes in the level of assessed risk for the food in question. 

SECTION 5 - DEVELOPING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES 

17. Competent authorities should take into account Codex standards, recommendations, and guidelines,  in 
developing requirements for border/point of control checks of imported food and make use, when available, 
of: 

• Relevant information from risk assessments conducted according to internationally recognized 
protocols for the biological, chemical, and physical hazards associated with the type of food. 

• Internationally accepted or scientifically based sampling plans, to the extent possible. 

• Appropriate inspection procedures, appropriate sampling techniques, and official or officially 
accredited laboratories using validated analytical methods. 

18. The nature of inspection may consist of a range of procedures to ensure that imported foods meet the 
importing country’s food safety requirements.  When defining these procedures to verify compliance with 
safety requirements, the proportionality of these measures with the level of risk of the food or group of foods 
should be considered.  These procedures may include for example:  

• Checking the documentation and/or the general condition of the shipment; 

• Checking documentation plus periodic food sampling (e.g., 1 in 20 or 1 in 40 shipments) to 
confirm the accuracy of the documentation; 

• Sensory examination ; 

• Random or targeted sampling and testing of, or within, shipments according to a sampling plan; 
or 

• Lot-by-lot inspection, sampling, and testing, which, in general, should be reserved for those  
foods that present, or have the potential to present, the highest food safety risk. 

                                                   
9  In such cases, the importing country will ensure that corrective measures put in place by the exporting country 

are evaluated in a reasonable interval. 
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SECTION 6 - IMPLEMENTING THE IMPORT INSPECTION PROGRAMME BASED ON RISK 

19. Competent authorities with responsibility for imported food inspection programs based on risk should 
ensure that relevant policies and procedures are implemented in a transparent, coordinated, and consistent 
manner. Personnel should be appropriately trained to enable such coordination, and information should be 
shared among competent authorities. 

20. A failure of food shipments to meet importing country food safety requirements might, besides other 
actions, trigger a change in the manner in which risk is managed by the importing country for the food 
concerned. The response could include food being held pending final judgment combined with enhanced 
sampling and testing from the establishment involved. These actions may also be applied to other exporting 
establishments from the same country producing similar foods where there is evidence of a systemic problem.  
The suspension of the importation of a food by an importing country should be reserved only for those 
situations involving a serious food safety risk that has not been managed by other means. Procedures should 
provide for appeal. 

21. When the results of border/point of control checks indicate failure of a shipment to meet the 
requirements of the importing country, competent authorities of the importing countries should consider 
action as described in the Codex Guidelines for the Exchange of Information Between Countries on Rejection 
of Imported Food (CAC/GL 25-1997) or in the Codex Principles and Guidelines for the Exchange of 
Information in Food Safety Emergency Situations (CAC/GL 19-1995, Rev 1-2004). 

22. Competent authorities of the importing country should ensure adequate laboratory competency, 
capability and capacity is available to conduct the testing of imported food. 
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PROPOSED DRAFT PRINCIPLES FOR TRACEABILITY / PRODUCT TRACING AS A TOOL 
WITHIN A FOOD INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION SYSTEM 

(N04-2005) 
(at Steps 5/8 of the Elaboration Procedure) 

SECTION 1 - SCOPE  

1. This document elaborates a set of principles to assist competent authorities in utilising 
traceability/product tracing as a tool within their food inspection and certification system. This document 
should be read in conjunction with all relevant Codex texts. 

2. Recognising the dual mandate of the Codex Alimentarius, traceability/product tracing is a tool that 
may be applied, when and as appropriate, within a food inspection and certification system in order to 
contribute to the protection of consumers against food-borne hazards and deceptive marketing practices and 
the facilitation of  trade on the basis of accurate product description.1 

SECTION 2 - DEFINITIONS 

Inspection2: is the examination of food or systems for control of food, raw materials, processing and 
distribution, including in-process and finished product testing, in order to verify that they conform to 
requirements. 

Certification2: is the procedure by which official certification bodies and officially recognized bodies 
provide written or equivalent assurance that foods or food control systems conform to requirements. 
Certification of food may be, as appropriate, based on a range of inspection activities which may include 
continuous on-line inspection, auditing of quality assurance systems, and examination of finished products. 

Equivalence3: is the capability of different inspection and certification systems to meet the same objectives. 

Traceability/product tracing4: the ability to follow the movement of a food through specified stage(s) of 
production, processing and distribution. 

SECTION 3 - PRINCIPLES 

3. These principles cover the context, rationale, design and application of traceability/product tracing as a 
tool for use by a competent authority within a food inspection and certification system. 

Context 

4. Traceability/product tracing, as defined above, is one of a number of tools that may be utilised by a 
competent authority within its food inspection and certification system.  

5. An importing country should consider that a food inspection and certification system without a 
traceability/product tracing tool may meet the same objective and produce the same outcomes (e.g. regarding 
food safety, provide the same level of protection) as a food inspection and certification system with 
traceability/product tracing5.  

6. It should not be mandatory for an exporting country to replicate (i.e. establish the same) the 
traceability/product tracing tool as used by the importing country, when applicable. 

                                                   
1  Codex Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification (CAC/GL 20 – 1995) (para 5). 
2  Codex Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification (CAC/GL 20 – 1995). 
3  Codex Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food Import and Export 

Inspection and Certification Systems. (CAC/GL 26 – 1997). 
4  Codex Procedural Manual, 14th Edition. 
5  Codex Guidelines for the Development of Equivalence Agreements Regarding Food Import and Export 

Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 34-1999); Codex Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of 
Sanitary Measures Associated with Food Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 53-2003) 
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Rationale  

7. The application of a traceability/product tracing tool by a competent authority should  improve the 
effectiveness and/or efficiency of the actions that may be necessary regarding its measures or requirements 
within its food inspection and certification system. 

8. Traceability/product tracing is a tool that when applied in a food safety context does not in itself 
improve food safety outcomes unless it is combined with appropriate measures and requirements. It can 
contribute to the effectiveness and/or efficiency of associated food safety measures6.  

9. Traceability/product tracing is a tool that when applied in a food inspection and certification system 
can contribute to the protection of consumers against deceptive marketing practices and facilitation of trade 
on the basis of accurate product description7.  

10. In every case a traceability/product tracing tool should be justified within the context of the food 
inspection and certification system and the purpose, objectives and specifications of the traceability/product 
tracing tool clearly described.  The scope and extent of application of the tool should also be consistent with 
the described need.   

Design 

11. The traceability/product tracing tool may apply to   all or specified stages of the food chain (from 
production8 to distribution), as appropriate to the objectives of the food inspection and certification system.  

12. The traceability/product tracing tool should be able to identify at any specified stage of the food chain 
(from production to distribution) from where the food came (one step back) and to where the food went (one 
step forward), as appropriate to the objectives of the food inspection and certification system.  

13. The objectives, scope and related procedures of a food inspection and certification system that 
includes a traceability/product tracing tool should be transparent and made available to competent authorities 
of the exporting country upon request.  

Application 

14. The application of traceability/product tracing should take into account the capabilities of developing 
countries.   

15. If in the context of a traceability/product tracing tool an importing country has objectives or outcomes 
of their food inspection and certification system which cannot be met by an exporting country, the importing 
country should consider the provision of assistance to the exporting country, and especially in the case of a 
developing country.  Assistance may include longer time frames for implementation, flexibility of design and 
technical assistance, so that the objectives or outcomes of the food inspection and certification system of the 
importing country can be met. 

16. A food inspection and certification system within which a traceability/product tracing tool is applied 
should not be more trade restrictive than necessary.   

17. The application of the traceability/product tracing tool should be practical, technically feasible and 
economically viable within a food inspection and certification system.  

18. In deciding whether and how to apply the traceability/product tracing tool, in the context of a food 
inspection and certification system the competent authority should take account of the assessed food safety 
risks and/or the characteristics of the potential deceptive marketing practices being addressed.  

19. Traceability/product tracing tool within the context of a food inspection and certification system 
should be implemented when and as appropriate on a case by case basis.   

                                                   
6  For example, by providing information on suppliers or customers involved in potential food safety issues so 

enabling targeted product recall/withdrawal. 
7 For example, by reinforcing confidence in the authenticity of the product and the accuracy of information 

provided on the products (e.g. country of  origin, organic farming, religious concerns such as kosher or halal). 
8 Production could be interpreted in such a broad manner as to cover food producing animals, feed, fertilizers, 

pesticides, veterinary drugs and any input of plant or animal origin, etc.  if relevant for specific applications of 
traceability/product tracing to food.. 


